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The Three Wise Men 


SAW THE STAR IN THE EAST, 
AND BROUGHT GIFTS 


So You at Christmas Time Will Want 
to Send Gifts to Your Friends 


Nothing will bear your greetings so well as Christmas Cards, 
and at the same time you can make a little money for your 
Church or Class or Society by selling these cards to your friends. 

Large box of 10 beautiful, hand-engraved Christmas Cards, 
assorted colors, light blue, green, tan, white, envelopes to match 
— Price, 60c. Sell at 10c a card. 

Smaller box, 10 in box, assorted colors, same as above, 
envelopes to match — Price, 35c. Sell at 5c a card. 

Selling large hox, make 40c — small box, make 15c. 

Order any number of boxes. Send in order now, so you will 


make the first sales. 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 
219 South Ludlow Street 
DAYTON, OHIO 








NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE 


The October meeting of the New Jersey Christian 
Conference will be held in the Hopewell Mountain 
Christian Church, Hopewell, New Jersey, October 


14-16, 1927. 
W. H. Harner, President. 
Irvington, New Jersey. 


SOUTHERN OHIO CONFERENCE 


The Southern Ohio Christian Conference will meet 
in its one hundred eighth annual session with the 
Christian Church, Russellville, Ohio, October 7-11, 
1927. A cordial invitation is extended to ministers 
and others to attend this conference. 

Persons coming by way of public conveyances can 
ome to Russellville over C. G. & P. R. R. or motor 
us. 

A. J. BOwMAN, Secretary. 

Georgetown, Ohio. 


MERRIMACK CONFERENCE 


The Merrimack Christian Conference will meet in 
its regular annual session with the church at Wood- 
stock, Vermont, beginning at seven-thirty Friday 
evening, October 7, 1927, and continue over the fol- 
lowing Sunday. 

A. A. RicHArpDs, President, 
Franklin, New Hampshire. 
HERMAN A. LEwIs, Secretary, 
Woodstock, Vermont. 


GENERAL BOARD MEETING 


The General Board of the Christian Church is here- 
by called to meet in regular annual session Thurs- 
day, October 20, 1927, at ten o’clock in the audi- 
torium of The Christian Publishing Association 
Building, 219 South Ludlow Street, Dayton, Ohio. All 
members and boards are hereby notified of the above 
meeting and will govern themselves accordingly. 

F. G. Corrin, President, 
WARREN H. DENISON, Secretary. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MISSION BOARD 


The annual meeting of the Mission Board of the 
Christian Church will be held in the Mission Rooms, 
Fifth Floor of The Christian Publishing Association 
Building, Dayton, Ohio, Tuesday morning, October 
18, at ten o’clock. Those having any business with 
the board will kindly govern themselves accordingly. 

W. P. FLETCHER, President. 
Mrs. ATHELLA M. Howsare, Secretary. 


BOARD OF PUBLICATIONS 


The Board of Publications will meet in annual 
session in the Trustees’ Room of The Christian Pub- 
lishing Association at Ludlow and Court Streets, in 
the City of Dayton, Ohio, on Tuesday, October 18, 
at ten a. m. and continue from day to day as the 
business may require. Annual reports will be made 
and such other business will be transacted as may 
properly come before this board. 

Harvey E. Sims, Executive Secretary. 


BOARD OF FINANCE MEETING 


The Board of Finance of the Christian Church will 
meet in regular annual session Tuesday, October 18, 
1927, at ten o’clock in the office of the Secretary 
in The Christian Publishing ‘Association Building, 
219 South Ludlow Street, Dayton, Ohio, to transact 
such matters as may properly come before it. The 
members of the board are: Rev. F. G. Coffin, Albany, 
Mo.; Rev. D. B. Atkinson, Albany, Mo.; Rev. War- 
ren H. Denison, Dayton, Ohio; Mr. John G. Myers, 
Pleasant Hill, Ohio; Rev. L. E. Smith, Norfolk, Va.; 
Mr. A. F. Foor, Everett, Pa,; Mr. Perry G. Yantis, 
Troy, Ohio. 

F. G. Corrin, President, 
WARREN H. DENISON, Secretary. 


SOUTHERN WABASH ILLINOIS CONFERENCE 


The one hundred and eighth annual session of the 
Southern Wabash Illinois Christian Conference will 
meet with the Bethlehem Christian Church, October 
4-7, 1927, the first session, Tuesday, October 4, at 
two p. m. 

Bethlehem is located in Lawrence County about 
seven miles south of Sumner, Illinois. Those coming 
by rail will get off at Sumner. 

We hope to have all the delegates from the churches 
present at each session. Ministers and visitors from 
other conferences are cordially invited. 

ALvIn O. Jacoss, President, 
Olmey, Illinois. 
I. H. PLUNKETT, Secretary, 
Palestine, IlUniois. 












wou eeeoronnnrrorros 














No. 718. PRIMARY TO JUNIORS. No. 715. INTERMEDIATE TO SENIORS. 


Promotion Certificates 














The use of Promotion Certificates in a school is very necessary. Each child, as he or 
she is promoted, look for some token of recognition for the good work they have done in 
their department. 

We are illustrating several series of Promotion Certificates at various prices. The 
designs are full of color and will be pleasing to any scholar. 


We recommend the use of these certificates freely in your school. Order by number 


Size 10x13% inches 


Price, 60c per Dozen 
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Junior. DEPARTMENT 
PROMOTION CERTIFICATE 








THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASS’N - - 219 S. Ludlow St. - - Dayton, Ohio 


No. 714. JUNIOR TO INTERMEDIATE. No. 716. FOR THE UNGRADED SCHOOL. 


SEND FOR COMPLETE CATALOGUE 
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October 6, 1927 


The Larger Prayer 





A‘ first I prayed for Light: 
Could I but see the way, 

How gladly, swiftly would I walk 

To everlasting day! 








And next I prayed for Strength: 
That I might tread the road 
With firm, unfaltering feet, and win 
The heaven’s serene abode. 








And then I asked for Faith: 
Could I but trust my God, 

I’d live enfolded in his peace, 

Though foes were all abroad. 













But now I pray for Love: 
Deep love to God and man, 
A living love that will not fail, 
However dark his plan. 










And Light and Strength and Faith 
Are opening everywhere, 
God waited for me till 
I prayed the larger prayer. 
—Adna D. Cheney, in 
The Methodist Protestant. 
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About Folks and Things 


Pres. F. G. Coffin, who is still at Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, sends out a letter to 
the members of the General Board from 
which we are taking the privilege to quote 
two thoughts which need wide extended at- 
tention and emphasis. The first is: 
“Churches should count it a privilege to 
give the services of their pastor to the 
larger interests of the Kingdom for this one 
Sunday, if it becomes necessary”. This he 
says in appealing to the members of the 
various boards to come to stay until the 
work of the boards can be completed in un- 
hurried manner, even if it keeps them away 
from home over a Sunday. The Herald 
cannot too strongly emphasize this fact. 
The whole denomination has done these men 
the honor to call them to these positions of 
leadership, and it is a pity indeed if the in- 
terests of the whole church for the entire 
year cannot be looked upon as being as im- 
portant as is the work of their own local 
churches for one Sunday. And their 
churches should look upon it so, and con- 
sider it an honor to loan these men to this 
highly important work of the denomination 
for this length of time. The other quota- 
tion we wish to make from Pres. Coffin’s 
letter is regarding the necessity for prayer: 
“There should be a continuance in prayer by 
every member of our board—prayer for his 
own wisdom to see, and for the Lord to 
open a way through our problems. In some 
of them, there seems to be no way unless he 
find it.” This prayer should be as extended 
as our brotherhood, and lifted up from the 
earnest hearts of pastors and people every- 
where for the work of our boards in these 
coming meetings. Earnestly we solicit your 
prayer help in these tremendously difficult 
days for our officers and boards. 


Rev. Daniel Ralston, of St. Paris, Ohio, 
has accepted a call to Laura, Miami Ohio 


Conference, for half-time service. This he 
will carry in connection with his studies at 
Wittenberg College. 

Rev. H. Vernon Winter, formerly one of 
our western pastors and who has been serv- 
ing at Haubstadt and New Liberty, changes 
his address to Rural Route 6, Frankfort, 
Indiana, where he takes charge of the Man- 
son Church. 

Rev. J. W. Fix changes his address from 
Nashville, Tennessee, to Franklin, Virginia, 
where he enters upon this very important 
pastorate. Brother Fix is just completing 
his university training and comes to his new 
field with fine prospects for achievement. 

The Christian Church at Woodington, 
Ohio, Rev. C. F. Baldwin pastor, will hold 
an all-day home-coming service October 16, 
with basket dinner. All former pastors, 
members, and friends are cordially invited 
and a program in keeping with the spirit 
of the day will be rendered. 

Haubstadt and New Liberty churches, 
which formed a pastorate with the parson- 
age at Haubstadt, Indiana, are without a 


pastor and anxious to get in touch with 
some good man who would push their work 
aggressively for them. Address F. C. 
Luring, Haubstadt, Indiana. 

Rey. E. G. Walk, who for the past several 
years has been the pastor at South Solon, 
Ohio, has taken charge of the work at 
Sulphur Springs, Indiana. This is the only 
church in the township, which gives him a 
wide field for labor and an opportunity for 
aggressive modern church work. 

Rev. Clark B. Kershner, pastor at West 
Milton, Ohio, sends out a very attractively 
printed blotter of convenient size on which 
are printed his sermon topics for the month 
of October. The general subject is ‘Mod- 
ern Messages From Old Testament Stories”, 
and the sermon topics are indeed inviting 
and promising ones. 

A two weeks’ series,of community evan- 
gelistic meetings was recently held in the 
home of Mr. Charley Richardson, between 
the towns of Hord and Louisville, Illinois, 
in which Rev. A. H. Bennett had the part- 
time assistance of Rev. Walter Fasnacht 
and Rev. Alva Potts. A fine spirit prevailed 
and much good was accomplished. 

The first meeting of the Young People’s 
Congress of the Illinois Conference was 
held September 24 at Louisville and an or- 
ganization completed. There were definite 
missionary goals set and a slogan of “Each 
One to Win One for Christ” adopted. Much 
enthusiasm was aroused and the young 
people are falling in line all along the line. 


Rev. W. J. Young has accepted a call to 
the First Christian Church at Muncie, In- 
diana, and will begin his work there No- 
vember 1. Brother Young, who is the sec- 
retary of The Christian Publishing Asso- 
ciation, has been spending much of his time 
during the last few months in field work, 
representing the Publishing House’s inter- 
ests at a number of the conferences. 


Rev. L. A. Duvall has accepted a call to 
the East Hounsfield and Calcium pastorate, 
New York Eastern Conference, and expects 
to begin his work there the latter part of 
this month. We are sure that Brother Du- 
vall will continue the same kind of effective 
service in his new location which has char- 
acterized his work for so many years in the 
Rays Hill and Southern Pensylvania Con- 
ference. 

The recent session of the Michigan Con- 
ference, held at Maple Rapids, was pro- 
nounced one of the best that conference 
has had. Mrs. F. E. Bullock, Home Mission 
Secretary Sparks, and Dr. McD. Howsare 
were the denominational representatives. 
Among other forward-looking steps taken 
was the continuance of Rev. L. E. Dull as 
field secretary for the conference, through 
whose efforts it is hoped to revive old 
churches as well as stimulate the work in 
all of the churches. 

Rev. Walter Fasnacht is pleased with the 
general outlook for the newly formed pas- 
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torate of Louisville, Hord, and Cottage 
Home, of which he has the oversight. He 
is living on the field, and this will give a 
more intensive supervision than heretofore 
and an opportunity to push the work in 
many lines. One of the most encouraging 
features of our denominational work is the 
fact that more and more such pastorates 
are being formed and resident pastors em- 
ployed where heretofore the churches de- 
pended upon men living far from their 
work. 

The First Christian Church of Norfolk, 
Virginia, Rev. J. G. Truitt pastor, has just 
completed a week of intensive stewardship 
instruction under the leadership of Secre- 
tary Denison. The week was in prepara- 
tion for the every-member canvass on Sun- 
day afternoon, September 25, by seventeen 
teams. The budget calls for $5,830 for cur- 
rent expenses and $1,350 for benevolences. 
This is not a large church and is located in 
the industrial section of the city, but it has 
as fine and earnest a membership as any 
church. 


Suffolk, Virginia, has long had a very 
good church plant. . But only the best is 
good enough for Suffolk, and so it is now 
in the midst of reconstructing and greatly 
enlarging its building in order to give it a 
very complete modern church plant—one in 
which all of the interests and activities of 
the church in all of its departments can be 
fully provided for. Dr. W. W. Staley, as is 
well known, is the pastor-emeritus of this 
church; and the more active duties and re- 
sponsibilities are now being carried by Pas- 
tor H. S. Hardcastle, whose hands are more 
than full with the great work which the 
church is undertaking. 


We are very much pleased to see a pic- 
ture of our friend, Dr. Martyn Summerbell, 
so widely beloved among us, on the first 
page of the American Educational Review 
for September, together with a brief sketch 
of his life by the editor of that periodical. 
The sketch is given in a series on “Promi- 
nent American Educators”, and the high 
place and recognition which Dr. Summer- 
bell occupies in the educational world is 
thus recognized and acknowledged. The 
article speaks at length of his work and the 
exceptional care with which the courses are 
laid out and administered at Palmer In- 
stitute-Starkey Seminary at Lakemont. It 
makes us feel good to see men and institu- 
tions of our own brotherhood being thus 
widely recognized. 

The Good Fellowship and Study Club of 
the Miami Ohio Conference, which is made 
up of the ministers of the conference, has 
just issued its program for the coming 
year. Its first meeting will be October 11 
and each month thereafter. The program 
this year is an exceptionally fine one cover- 
ing a wide variety of subjects and many 
of the ‘most practical lines of church and 
conference work. This Club has become an 
established institution of the conference 
and one of its most helpful ones to the min- 

(Continued on page twenty-two) 
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In What Way the First > 


QUESTION of very grave importance is now con- 
A fronting the Christian Church, and one which can- 

not be evaded or postponed any longer. Some sort 
of disposal simply must be made of it at the coming meet- 
ing of the General Board. We fear that not many mem- 
bers of this board have yet come to realize the gravity of 
the situation or the magnitude of the decision which they 
will be called upon to make. Indeed comparatively few 
within our whole church, members of our boards or 
otherwise, seem to have any keen realization of the part 
and the place that the printed page does play and must 
play in the life of the modern church and what it would 
mean to our denomination if its present publication pro- 
gram, which is now sorely inadequate, should be still 
further weakened. 


NFORTUNATELY the publishing interests of the 

Christian Church have long been carried on in such a 
way that they have scarcely been thought of, and certain- 
ly have not been handled, as inherently essential factors 
to the life and the work of the church, and hence as hav- 
ing very direct and explicit claims upon the benevolent 
giving of the church. Our missionary, educational, and 
other general activities, our Convention office, our colleges, 
have all depended for financial support upon the direct 
giving of our people; and hence organized and vigorous 
effort has been put forth to teach the membership of our 
churches how these activities directly relate to the expan- 
sion of the Kingdom and therefore their legitimate Chris- 
tian claims upon the purses of our people. So wise and 
so careful has been this instruction during the past gen- 
eration that there has not only been a great increase in 
the amounts gratuitously given for these various insti- 
tutions and lines of work, but even more important stili 
has been the steady growth which has been made in the 
minds and the hearts of our people in the recognition of 
these as imperative Christian claims which must be met 
—and that there would be no hope whatever of success- 
fully carrying forward our denomination unless our 
churches and our givers did furnish the money for these 
institutions and activities. But when it comes to that 
other most highly essential arm of the church—an arm 
which is actually indispensable to every one of these other 
activities and institutions of the church—we find the very 
reverse situation. Instead of there being a growing 
Sense among our people of the place which the printed 
page necessarily holds in the expansion of the Kingdom, 
and hence the rightful Christian claims which the pub- 
lication department of the church has upon their purses 
for the promotion of this essential work, there has been 


during the past generation or two an actual and very seri- 
ous falling away both in this concept and in this support. 
The time was when a publishing house and publications 
were looked upon by our people as being as much an in- 
herent necessity in the building of a denomination and in 
the propagation of the gospel as were colleges; and the 
men and women of that day were solicited to give funds 
for the establishment of The Christian Publishing Asso- 
ciation and for the furtherance of its work of publishing 
periodicals and books. The campaigns which were car- 
ried on for this purpose not only taught our people the 
necessity of supporting such publishing interests but 
also the duty of taking and reading the church periodical. 
As a consequence of this insight which our forefathers 
had into the vitally important place which the publishing 
interests held in a church, more money was raised at that 
time for this purpose than perhaps for all other denomi- 
national purposes combined except only for our colleges. 
And The Herald of Gospel Liberty carried more subscrib- 
ers twice over in that day than it does at the present 
time. In spite of the far better conditions of our organ- 
ized work along all other lines—the inauguration and 
expansion of our mission interests, the remarkable 
growth of our colleges over that earlier day, and the very 
much larger and finer church buildings and church pro- 
grams-—yet the chief periodical of the church has a far 
smaller subscription list today than it did fifty and sixty 
years ago. Another most deplorable and highly signifi- 
cant thing is the fact that in the last quarter of a cen- 
tury The Christian Publishing Association has issued 
only a negligible number of books, and few of them, we 
believe, bearing directly upon our position and meaning 
as a people. It has not dared to cultivate this decidedly 
important field simply because of financial reasons. It 
did not have the money to do so. As a consequence the 
denomination has lost the incalculable benefit which could 
have come through the right kind of publishing program 
energetically pushed. 


OW back behind all of this grievous lack of under- 

standing on the part of our leaders and brotherhood 
of the place and value of the publishing interests in the 
life of a church and in the promotion of the gospel has 
been the fact that our publishing interests were organized 
around The Christian Publishing Association and that it 
was looked upon as a money-making institution—or at 
least as an institution that was expected to make enough 
money off of its publications to pay its own expenses and 
to relieve the church of all necessity for giving money to 
sustain the publishing interests upon which the life of 
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the church is so vitally dependent. This fact and this 
relationship have influenced the attitude of our leaders 
and brotherhood towards the whole question and their 
approach to the whole subject. The mind of the church 
has never been given freely to a carefully planned and 
magnanimous publication program for the church, such 
as the church vitally needed, but we have depended solely 
upon what The Christian Publishing Association could 
do out of its emaciated profits from the job print and 
other lines of business. 


HERE must be a very thorough and complete reversal 

of this common attitude and common approach to 
the subject if there is to be any reliable or statesmanlike 
disposition made of the problem now confronting us. The 
brethren will simply have to divorce their thinking from 
The Christian Publishing Association end of it long 
enough clearly to perceive what the right kind of a period- 
ical and the right kind of pamphlet and book publica- 
tions could be made and should be made to mean to the 
promotion of our cause; and then set themselves to some 
reasonable plan to achieve and sustain such publica- 
tions. The whole question must be thought of in the per- 
spective and the interests of the whole church. Any 
thinking on the subject will be shallow and unstatesman- 
like which does not have the interest of the whole church 
at heart and which does not have the long look ahead. 
Sectional or departmental prejudice or any temporary 
makeshift will only the more certainly fasten upon our 
people the lack of vision and understanding in the use of 
publications which already has worked so gravely to our 
undoing. The present trend in printing and other 
costs is such that unless our people can get it into their 
heads that their publications simply must be maintained 
by the gifts of the people, the same as are our colleges, 
our missions, and other institutions and lines of Chris- 
tian activity, our church is doomed to bitter disappoint- 
ment and failure. The day is past when religious pub- 
lications can be made self-sustaining. It is folly for us 
to approach the subject in that hope, or in the expecta- 
tion that the Publishing House should finance its own 
periodicals or that it must cut them down in size and 
usefulness until it can pay for them out of its own 
profits. Such a course would be suicidal, not only to the 
Publishing House but to our mission and educational 
and evangelistic activities and to our colleges and other 
institutions. The future greatness of all of these and 
of our church itself and its work for the Kingdom make 
imperative the maintenance and circulation of the right 
kind of periodical and book literature—and no other 
money will be more wisely or profitably spent than that 
which is used for this purpose. Unless the members of 
our General Board grasp this fact in its fullness, they 
will be in no frame of mind to approach this hard-press- 
ing and basically important question of denominational 
polity and work. 


HE Christian Church had the honor of being the 
first to perceive the value of a religious periodical; 
and we hear a great deal about The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty as the oldest religious newspaper. But that 
honor is all stuff and nonsense unless we are going to 
maintain it in our own day. Bragging about what our 
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great-grandfathers did will get us nowhere. The ques- 
tion is not whether the Christians were the first to per- 
ceive the value of a religious publication but whether we 
are still the first in perceiving that value and whether 
we still rank first in making use of the printed page. 
That we are far from first in such respect—in the only 
respect in which this present generation of us has any 
right whatever to take satisfaction or pride—is exceed- 
ingly evident. 

OR instance, another brotherhood, only about half as 

large as ours, a few years ago faced just such a con- 
dition as our Publishing House is facing now. But when 
the trustees of its publishing association were called to- 
gether to consider what ought to be done, its newly 
elected manager frankly told them that, as he understood 
the matter, they wanted him to produce and circulate the 
kind of literature their church ought to have, regardless 
of financial losses; and that this he would proceed to do, 
though it might take a thousand-dollar personal gift from 
each of these trustees to help make up the deficit. They 
voted unanimously for him'to go ahead on that plan. 
There has been an annual deficit of from twenty to 
twenty-five thousand dollars in that publishing associa- 
tion, but their publications have been markedly improved 
and the circulation greatly increased, and the gifts of 
the people have made up the deficit. The Unitarians as 
early as 1806 formed a Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, Piety, and Charity, and the distribution of 
tracts was one of its main activities. Since then the use 
of tracts, books, and other printed literature has been 
one of the chiefest methods of work of that church, until 
today it has some hundreds of publications which are 
available for the asking. This literature deals with a 
wide range of subjects and has many noted names 
among its authors. The editor of their chief periodical 
declared just recently that it was “utterly impossible 
to estimate the influence” of this literature. The Chris- 
tian Scientists were also quick to perceive the inestim- 
able value of the right kind of high-class literature. The 
members of the Christian Science Church give thousands 
of dollars freely every year for the support of such liter- 
ature, the dissemination of which has been one of the 
chief secrets of the phenomenal growth of this cult. In 
striking contrast to such as these stands the Christian 
Church which has expected its Publishing House to be 
self-supporting and which now is actually considering the 
cutting down of the size and efficiency of that “oldest 
religious newspaper” of whose age it has been so proud, 
rather than to expect its people generously to furnish 
the means to publish it and other needed literature in 
the only manner which will be of great benefit to the 
promotion of the Christian Church in its main objective 
and in every department of its work. Our church has 
not yet awakened to the value of the printed page or it 
would not put the matter of its publications so much on 
a profit and loss basis as it has been doing. 


HE question which will come before the General 

Board is in what way the Christian Church is first 
in the matter of religious periodicals, the first to print 
one a century and a quarter ago or the first in perceiving 
the value and use of one at this present day? 
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A New Form of Church Membership 


The presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church are now voting on 
a number of amendments to the constitution of their church, sub- 
mitted to them by the General Assembly. One of these calls for a 
radical departure from usual church custom. It provides that “all 
communicant members of a particular church of the full age of 
twenty-one years, in good and regular standing, and all other per- 
sons of full age who are regular contributors to the maintenance 
and support of the church and its benevolences, in accordance with 
the plan of giving adopted by said church, shall be entitled to vote 
at all particular church corporation meetings”. These meetings, it 
must be understood, deal only with temporal matters, and not with 
the faith of the church. 

We wish to emphasize the wisdom of both points. The first pro- 
vides that only those members who have reached the age of twenty- 
one are permitted to vote. This seems to us to be an exceedingly 
wise provision; for we have known instances in churches and es- 
pecially in Sunday-schools, where some shrewd leader has voted the 
children en masse for or against some certain proposition or some 
individual for office, in much the same way that a Tammany ward- 
heeler votes his followers. Surely the affairs of a church, even its 
temporal affairs, need as much wisdom as do political matters, and 
there is no reasonable reason why a church member should be per- 
mitted to vote until he “comes of age.” We believe that such a 
rule ought to become universal in all churches; and there certainly 
ought to be some reasonable age-limit set for voting in Sunday- 
schools also. 

The second provision of this Presbyterian amendment is quite 
new in the practice of churches, so far as we know. It provides that 
the regular givers to the church and its benevolences may be per- 
mitted to vote on the expenditure of such money, such as pastor’s 
salary, missions, and other items, whether they are members of this 
church or not. In reality it provides for a sort of associate mem- 
bership on the basis of financial support, and is evidently meant to 
cover those individuals who worship and work with a church just 
as if they belonged to it but for some reason, doctrinal or otherwise, 
do not see fit to place their membership with it. There is hardly a 
church which does not have one or more faithful individuals who 
make themselves almost indispensable to it and its activities. We 
see no reason why such individuals should not be welcomed to a 
participation both in the deliberation and voting of the business 
meeting, not only in financial affairs but also in all other plans and 
the spiritual work of the church—save only perhaps that which 
maintains to the strictly denominational dogma and position. Many 
churches have an associate membership plan which provides for 
this in an even more satisfactory manner than the Presbyterian 
proposal would do; and The Herald earnestly advocates such mem- 
bership as a most desirable step towards Christian unity in the 
local communities. 


Unity, Like Charity, Should Begin at Home 


Just at this time when the World Conference on Faith and 
Order at Lausanne is causing so much favorable comment upon the 
question of Christian unity between the different denomina- 
tions, it is quite timely to note the fact that some of the most 
pathetic and devastating disunity which exists in the Church to- 
day is found within the borders of some of our various com- 
munions, and not until some way can be discevered to alleviate 
this pathetic condition can there be any great hope of real Chris- 
tian unity within the Church. 

We of the Christian Church are now so free from this sort of 
thing and live in such a wholesome atmosphere of unity and good 
will, that it is difficult for those of our readers who do not see 
certain of the religious periodicals to realize how extended is this 
spirit of disunity and how irritating and spiritually corrupting it 


. is. There is almost no extent to which some professed Christians 


will not go in maligning the faith of their fellow-Christians within 
their own church. Thus an article last month in The Presbyterian 
~—which deeply sympathizes with the spirit of such articles—de- 
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clared that the majority of the last General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church were “Liberals” and compared these to the ancient 
Midianites whom Gideon was justified in slaying. And this con- 
‘tributor and many like him proceed to slay them! 

Another instance of the same sort of thing is found in a state- 
ment in The Sunday School Times in which the author said: 
“There are probably in India 5,500 missionaries. I don’t call them 
Christian missionaries, for the greater percent of these mission- 
aries are Modernists.” Dr. Sam Bawden, a Baptist missionary, 
is indignant at such a statement, and says that in the twenty- 
three years in which he has been a missionary in India he has 
never, with two exceptions, “met a missionary that I could accuse 
of being untrue to Jesus Christ and the Word of God”. And in 
another of this same week’s periodicals we find a writer declaring 
that: “So far from being ended, the Fundamentalist-Modernist war 
has only just begun—indeed, it can scarcely be said to have be- 
gun, for Fundamentalism is just now engaged in mobilizing its 
armies. ... Fundamentalism is Christian; Modernism is anti- 
Christian. There must, therefore, be contention.” And so on 
week by week, religious periodicals and preachers keep up this 
irritating attack upon their brethren of their own churches who, 
judged by every standpoint under the sun, are just as Christian 
as themselves—and all this bitterness is over creedal statements 
or other matters of intellectual belief. 

So long as there is such internal dissension there can be no real 
Christian unity. Internal disorders are the most fatal that there 
are—and denominations which have not been wise enough to teach 
breadth of mind and freedom of thought and the right of the 
individual to his own conscience in all matters of faith and prac- 
tice are doomed not only to suffer from such internal disorders 
themselves but to imperil the whole of Christendom by keeping 
alive the most disturbing kind of unchristian controversy and 
division. 
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As throwing additional light on the problem of inactive and 
deadwood membership in the churches of which we spoke a couple 
of weeks ago, come some statistics just published with reference to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church which show that there was an in- 
crease of 11,981 on the non-resident-inactive membership list given 
in the minutes of the conferences which have already met this year. 
Adding these to the last total membership report, it gives 417,839 
non-resident-inactive members in this one church alone. Certainly 
such facts, which would be true of most if not all churches, ought 
to arouse Christian workers everywhere to the seriousness of the 
loss sustained through such falling away from active interest and 
participation in the churches. Another item of interest in the re- 
ports from these Methodist conferences which have recently met 
shows that there has been a decrease of 33,801 in their Sunday- 
school enrollment, which now totals 1,699,765. We are wondering 
how general may be such decline in Sunday-school membership. 


EJ 


The evidences that prohibition is having actual and beneficent 
effect continue to increase, in spite of all that the wet propaganda 
can say. One of the latest evidences is furnished by the Children’s 
Bureau of the United States Department of Labor, which certainly 
would be impartial testimony. According to information just sent 
out, a study made in the city pf Boston shows that alcoholism of 
parents is becoming a decreasing factor in juvenile delinquency. 
Records were studied of 2,378 delinquent children belonging to 
2,155 families, over an eight-year period from 1917 to 1925. The 
findings show that there is a decrease in the number of homes where 
alcoholism creates conditions which lead to delinquency among the 
children. And this in wet Boston, where we have been assured so 
often that the prohibition law is being disregarded and that there 
“is more drinking than there was before prohibition!” Such facts 
make it hard for the wet propagandists to persuade any free and 
impartial mind that prohibition does not pay. 











Atmosphere 


Convocation Sermon Delivered at Palmer College 


Gilkey tell a most interesting parable 

of a tree, a parable which had been 
gives him by Professor Coulter, one of the 
leading biologists of the country. Professor 
Coulter says that when a portion of a tree 
is burned, that which has been taken into 
the tree through the roots is reduced to 
light, worthless ashes, soon to be blown 
away by the wind; and that which has been 
taken into the tree through the leaves from 
the atmosphere is left as pure carbon. 

To the amateur biologist it would seem 
that the most important part of the tree is 
the bulky roots so firmly surrounded by the 
tangible soil. But the most important part 
of the tree is not that which bulks most 
largely, nor is the most important source of 
nourishment that which is most tangible. 
The leaves are more delicate but they are 
more important than the roots. The at- 
mosphere is less tangible than the soil but 
it is the source of that which really endures 
after the testing fire has done its work. 
The pure carbon is taken in through the 
leaves from the atmosphere. 

Life is so interrelated, so surely a unit, 
that the truth of Doctor Coulter’s parable 
of the tree is applicable to many experi- 
ences and areas of life. 

1. This parable is true when applied to 
the home and home relationships. There 
are students here today who are keenly 
sensitive to that word home. Some of you 
are away from home and thus are enabled 
to evaluate the true importance and mean- 
ing of your home. Many more of you have 
the rare privilege of staying at home while 
attending college. To all of us home is a 
sacred symbol standing for a divine institu- 
tion and a spiritual relationship. 


| AST summer I heard Dr. Charles W. 


The most important part of our home 
life is not that which bulks largest—house, 
furniture, food, clothing, automobile, etc. 
Some of us are apt to become so absorbed 
in these more obvious and bulky matters 
that we neglect the more important part 
of home life, that without which these other 
things cannot bring happiness, the spirit or 
atmosphere of the home. We spend so much 
time and effort seeking to accumulate these 
physical furnishings that we become fever- 
ish and selfish and disagreeable in the 
home, sacrificing that which is most worth 
while and enduring for that which is but 
for a day and becomes mere ashes of use- 
lessness when the time of testing comes. 
Of the home as of the tree it is true that 
that which comes into the lives of its mem- 
bers from the atmosphere is the real carbon 
of life, that which remains when all else has 
passed away. 

We do not judge the happiness of a home 
by the furnishings it affords but by the 
spirit which prevails there. It is possible, 
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though by no means inevitable, that a home 
richly furnished in every way with every 
convenience be very disagreeable and un- 
happy. Many a home with slight furnish- 
ings has been a place of worth because love 
dwelt there. Have the fine furnishings if 
you can, but in the getting of them remem- 
ber that the atmosphere of the home is the 
more important, for “It takes a heap 0’ 
living in a house to make it home”. 

No one would venture to deny that in the 
relationship of husband and wife the physi- 
cal bulks largely. But happy married life 
is assured only when the physical relation- 
ship is crowned by the spiritual. Not mere- 
ly two bodies but two souls must be wedded 
in a happy bond of spiritual fellowship. 

That which is true of the relations of 
husband and wife is equally true of the re- 
lations of parents and children, and of the 
relations of brothers and sisters. The true 
carbon of home comes from the atmosphere. 

2. This parable is true in the relations 
of neighbors and in the general life of a 
community or city. I make this appeal to 
the citizens of Albany. We are interested 
in building a beautiful city and a live com- 
mercial center. Industry, business, trade, 
and paved streets bulk largely in our in- 
terests just now. Let us not become so ab- 


G ) 
THY LOVE, O CHRIST 
WHat is thy love, O Christ? A dew 


That falls to comfort and renew; 
A sun that flushes into flame 
My heart whene’er | hear thy name. 








What is thy love, O Christ? Ah, this: 
A partnership of joy and bliss; 
Communion full of tenderness, 
And gentle as a child's caress. 


What is thy love, O Christ? 
About me to protect my all; 
A sword to drive my sin away; 
A shield to guard me every day. 


A wall 


What is thy love, O Christ? Ah, me— 
I cannot tell; it’s like the sea, 

So boundless wide, it has no shore, 
We sail its depths for evermore. 


—George H. Lorah. 
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sorbed in these matters that we neglect to 
create a wholesome environment for our 
youth. These other things are fine, indis- 
pensable, and I am proud of every advance 
step made in the way of physical and ma- 
terial improvements. But they can be of 
maximum service only as the right spirit of 
neighborliness, friendliness, and, brotherli- 
ness abound in our midst. 

It is our purpose to make this a char- 
acter-forming institution. As citizens, you 
should make it easier for students to choose 
that which makes for beautiful character. 
This is your school. By the right kind of 


atmosphere you “can realize the high pur- 
poses for which you are maintaining it here. 

3. This parable is true of national and 
international relationships. 

Americans are fond of boasting of their 
national prosperity. Material prosperity is 
a hazardous achievement unless it is con- 
trolled and guided by spiritual purposes. I 
am more anxious that Americans create the 
right kind of atmosphere in which the 
tender plants of faith and hope and love 
will grow, than that she become wealthy in 
this world’s goods. 

Lindbergh’s recent marvelous  trans- 
oceanic flight was wrought by mechanism 
controlled by human intelligence. It is said 
that that flight did much toward cementing 
the bond of international friendship and 
good will between America and France. 
The plane was necessary to the flight, as 
necessary as the roots of a tree are neces- 
sary to the life and stability of the tree. 
But that plane would not have accomplished 
anything toward international good will if 
there had not been a human life connected 
with it. The plane itself bulks very largely, 
but after that plane goes to the junk heap, 
the spirit of sympathy and good will will 
live on. The pure carbon comes from the 
atmosphere. 

4. School Atmosphere. 

Last May I had the privilege of speaking 
before the Palmer alumni at their annual 
meeting. I tried to stress the fact that the 
most important part of our school experi- 
ences was not the number of facts nor the 
amount of the information conveyed to us 
by our professors. There was something in 
the atmosphere which went into the general 
background of our cultural life. 

In college it is not primarily books and 
buildings that count, but spirit and atmos- 
phere. These things are necessary. But 
after books are out of date and may be 
burned to ashes, and new buildings have 
taken the places of older ones; and yes, 
after the bodies of some of our professors 
have become cold in death, the atmosphere 
they created will continue to nourish our 
souls. 

There is something in the very atmos- 
phere of a school which is intangible but 
nevertheless real which becomes a very part 
of one’s being. The creation of a whole- 
some influence is not the exclusive right of 
the department of religious education; it is 
the right and duty of every department. I 
know a college in which the biology teacher 
has the greatest influence over the students 
in matters religious and moral of any of 
the faculty members. 

I have always been keenly interested in 
athletics. I cannot play much myself, but 
I like to see a good game. I am firmly con- 
vinced that one of the most important posi- 











tions in the whole faculty personnel is the 
athletic coach. The athletic field may be 
made more productive of lasting good than 
many a classroom. The chances for harm 
are just as great. The important con- 
sideration is a coach who can create the 
right kind of atmosphere in which the spirit 
of clean sport, fair play, and co-operative 
effort may be realized. 


5. The parable of the tree is true in the 
friendships of life. Real friends are not 
bought with money. True friendship is the 
result of something more permanent. There 
must be common interests, similar problems, 
and mutual understanding. How often it 
happens that in school a student meets 
some one who becomes a real friend, the 
atmosphere of whose life is so refreshing 
and helpful that later on one would go half 
way round the earth to see him and get his 
advice. 

6. This parable is true when applied to 
the church. The essential thing about a 
church is its atmosphere. An American 
Beauty rose will not grow on top of Mount 
Blanc. Its growth depends upon a warmer 
atmosphere. It is the duty of the church to 
create an atmosphere where the souls of 
men and women may grow, where the 
spiritual vision of boys and girls may be 
enlarged, and where the moral sensitiveness 
and moral courage of young men and young 
women may be strengthened. 


You ask, What is the use of going to 
church? Two young men came to the 
church door this morning. One of them 
came in, the other did not. An hour later 
they met. There was no visible change in 
either of them. You say, If there was no 
difference, what good did it do the one who 
went to church? Ah, but there was a differ- 
ence in the soul of the man, and you allow 
that same procedure to repeat itself for ten 
or twenty years, the difference will be out- 
wardly discernible. The difference is in 
the atmosphere. 

7, This parable of the tree is true not 
only of the home, of education, of friend- 
ship, and of social relationships, but also in 
religion which stresses not only a person’s 
relation to his fellow-men but also his rela- 
tion to God and the universe of which man 
is a part. This is where prayer comes in. 

Doctor Gilkey says too many people re- 
gard prayer as a_put-a-nickel-in-the-slot 
affair. I fear we all are guilty of this to 
some degree. If we put a coin in the slot 
and push the rod, we expect to get some 
chewing-gum or candy in return. Many 
people feel that whenever they put in a 
prayer, God ought to give them something 
in return. This attitude toward prayer is 
too mechanical and devoid of spiritual 
meaning. The real value and meaning of 
prayer is in the atmosphere which it pro- 
duces. This is obviously the purpose of 
public prayer, and it is no less true of 
private prayer. It is the means by which 
we bring ourselves into tune with the in- 
finite God. ° 


The important consideration in prayer is 
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not the language, though with some people 
this bulks quite as largely as the roots of 
a tree; it is not the posture, though with 
many people this bulks very largely; the 
important thing is the spiritual atmosphere 
which it creates. Unless it does this, no 
amount of fine language or religious posing 
will atone for the lack. 

How people can live in this universe with- 
out praying, I cannot understand. The 
spiritual forces of the universe are unseen 
but are nevertheless real. Certain phases 
of life cannot be explained on any other 
basis. The source of the enduring qualities 
in the tree is the atmosphere. It is unseen 
but nevertheless real and no one questions 
it. The spiritual in the universe cannot be 
seen or touched or measured, but it is as 
real as life itself. It is from a spiritual 
atmosphere that the real carbon of life is 
to come, made possible through prayer. 

One of the greatest assets of the Chris- 
tian religion is the cosmic relationship 
which it establishes between the soul of the 
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individual believer and the Soul of the 
Universe. Through prayer and medita- 
tion, may it not be that we shall discover, 
as Paul, that as the tree is surrounded by 
the atmosphere, so we are surrounded by 
the spirit of God, “in whom we live and 
move and have our being”’. 

Jesus lived continually in the environ- 
ment of God. Through prayer he related 
himself to the environing God so perfectly 
that he was able to know and to do the 
Father’s will. In this may Jesus be our 
great example, “whom yet unseen we love’. 

Let us pray: 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, in 
the midst of our material prosperity and 
scientific discoveries and intellectual priv- 
ileges, we are sorely in need of divine guid- 
ance. Cleanse our hearts of every unworthy 
motive and of evil desire. Raise the vision 
of our hearts that with all our powers and 
possibilities we may reach towurd thee and 
live continually in thy presence. Through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


Erickson of Albania 


BY DR. WILLIAM ORR 


(Editorial Note: Dr. William Orr is a distinguished 
educator widely known on both sides of the ocean. 
Since the World War he has been helping the newer 
states of Eastern Europe set up modern school sys- 
tems. Friends persuaded him to stop off at Durazzo, 
Albania, on his way from Poland to Greece. He has 
just returned to America full of enthusiastic admira- 
tion for the remarkable man he found at Kavaje 
whose personality and work he so graphically describes 
in the following article.) 


HE man and the name are well mated. 
T Erickson, however you spell it, be- 

speaks the Viking and the daring ad- 
venturer. There was a Leif Ericson, who 
has a claim to the discovery of a New 
World. Then a certain John Ericsson, de- 
fiant of tradition, at a crisis in our national 
history, sent forth a crude ironclad—the 
Monitor. 

Erickson of Albania belongs with such 
hardy pioneers as Livingstone of Africa, 
Mackay of Uganda, Grenfell of Labrador, 
who have gone forth not knowing where 
they were to go, urged on, not by lure of 
discovery, of fame, or of wealth, but im- 








fa >) 
THE FEW 
Tre easy roads are crowded; 


And the level roads are jammed; 
The pleasant little rivers 
With the drifting folks are crammed. 
But off yonder where it’s rocky, 
Where you get a better view, 
You will find the ranks are thinning 
And the travelers are few. 


Where the going’s smooth and pleasant 
You will always find the throng, 
For the many, more’s the pity, 
Seem to like to drift along. 
But the steeps that call for courage 
And the task that’s hard to do 
in the end results in glory 
For the never-wavering few. 


—Edgar A. Guest. 
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pelled by the passion for service, crusaders 
not of the Sword but of the Cross. 


Our first meeting with Erickson was in 
the harbor of Durazzo, the principal port 
of Albania. On the five days’ voyage from 
Trieste, the dreaded Bora wind had played 
pranks with our small steamer of 750 tons, 
and when we anchored some half mile from 
the landing place our first desire was to set 
foot on land. No means seemed to be pro- 
vided for getting us ashore. Then along 
came a dory-like craft with generous ex- 
panse of sail. A lusty hail from below, 
and soon we were shaking hands with 
Erickson. He was, as always, at the place 
where he was needed. 


As by magic, the way was cleared through 
pass control and customs, those twin terrors 
of the traveler in remote lands. A large 
body of refugees had been taken inland that 
day, and to find an auto was not easy. Yet 
never for a moment did we doubt that 
Erickson would succeed. His word and 
wish appear as law among the Albanian 
people, for whom he is spending himself 
without stint. 


In the waning twilight we took the road 
to Kavaje, where the school we were to visit 
is situated. 


The purpose of our visit to this remote 
spot, in a well-nigh unknown land, was to 
see the school which Erickson was creating 
for Albanian boys and girls. The following 
morning we saw with our own eyes the 
notable progress that had been made, in the 
short space of a few months, in organizing 
and equipping this school, literally from the 
ground up. On a large tract of land, 
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granted by the Albanian Government, and 
admirably adapted for practical demon- 
strations, farming and gardening opera- 
tions were under way. The climate of Al- 
bania, in this region, permits of the grow- 
ing of crops the year round. On one plot 
was a striking object lesson of corn, raised 
under modern methods, set over against the 
sparse and stunted stalks and the lean ears 
of the usual Albanian product. Several 
buildings were in process of erection. A 
dormitory for forty-eight boys was nearing 
completion and some of the beds were al- 
ready in place. Classrooms were ready. A 
well was being sunk. Savory odors were 
coming from the kitchen, as a ragout was 
steaming in big copper kettles. It was good 
to see the stores of native cheese and butter, 
crocks of jellies, canned fruits and marmal- 
ade, sacks of vegetables, potatoes, and 
onions. 


Ten minutes away was the Girls’ School. 
The approach was through a dirty alley 
called euphemistically, by the teachers, 
Paradise Road. For the teachers and pu- 
pils it leads to a veritable Eden, so home- 
like and clean are the rooms where the girls 
work, play, and study. Courses in English, 
needlework, embroidery, and in gardening, 
cooking, and sports are in operation. -One 
scene stands out in memory: The evening 
we called to say good-by these pretty Al- 
banian girls gathered in the courtyard and, 
in the dim light, gave an exhibition of 
native folk dances to the accompaniment of 
a mandolin played by one of their number 
at an open window, fronting the balcony 
before us. 


To hear how all this has come to pass is 
like listening to a tale of Ulysses or to the 
saga of some Norse sea king. For years 
Erickson and his devoted wife labored as 
missionaries among these descendants of 
the earliest settlers in the Balkans. They 
saw the work of a lifetime swept away by 
the ruthless partisans of the Young Turks. 
Again they began to rebuild. Then came 
the Great War, and all was in confusion, a 
confusion out of which patriotic Albanians 
hoped there would emerge a free and in- 
dependent state and an end come to the 
tyranny and oppression of five hundred 
years, following the brief period of libera- 
tion under the national hero, Skanderbeg. 
But, in the peace negotiations at Versailles 
in 1919, it looked for a time as if Albania 
was to disappear in a partition between 
Italy, Greece, and Jugo-Slavia. Erickson, 
fired by a passionate love for this people, in 
response to the call of the Albanian Com- 
mittee, threw himself into the fight for the 
right of this nation to existence. He had 
to choose between this course and his posi- 
tion with the Mission Board, as that body 
could not be involved in political struggles. 
So Erickson burned his bridges behind him, 
pleaded with President Wilson the cause of 
Albania, and in the end saw that cause 
triumph. 

Realizing that improved social and eco- 
nomic conditions were essential to the sta- 
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bility and security of a state the people of 
which had never had an opportunity for 
development, Erickson, single-handed, set 
about the herculean task of organizing an 
American Committee as a base for the es- 
tablishment of a far-reaching program of 
education, a combination of book and prac- 
tical studies, for Albanian youth, with em- 
phasis on agriculture for the boys and on 
household arts for the girls. Such names 
as Herbert Hoover, Charles E. Hughes, 
Frank O. Lowden, and Dr. James R. Angell, 
among the honorary patrons, and Dr. W. J. 
Scheiffelin, Dr. Mary Mills Patrick, Herbert 
Adams Gibbons, and Dr. Kenyon L. Butter- 
field, on the board of trustees, attest the 
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faith of people, who know, in Erickson and 
his enterprise. 

Now a word as to the man. In talking 
with him one does not note, primarily, how 
he looks. That which grips and holds spell- 
bound is the flaming spirit behind the veil 
of flesh. He is one of those rare souls with 
whom trial, failure, opposition, and hard- 
ship do not weigh. Great odds exhilarate. 
He counts himself as nothing while he 
presses towards his goal with invincible de- 
termination. To see the man is good for 
one, to hear him an inspiration, to help 
further his cause a privilege. So—in 
American parlance—Meet Erickson of Al- 
bania! 


Making Our Mites Our Might 


BY REV. P. S. SAILER 


EAD this through. Then think it 
R through. Then pray it through. 
Then work it through. 

It is a challenge to faith. It is an 
achievement to be expected. It is a work- 
able program, for its feasability has been 
demonstrated. 

More than thirty years ago, N. W. 
Crouse, a lay member of the Milford, N. J., 
Christian Church, then living in Williams- 
port, Pennsylvania, opened correspondence 
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THE REPUBLIC OF GOD 
(Tune: “Battle Hymn of the Republic’) 


N INE eyes have seen new glory in the 
coming of the Lord— 
The greater works of Jesus, as he promised 


in his ord— 
New miracles and wonders by the Spirit's 
mighty sword, 
For God is moving on! 


O Father, with the mother-heart, encircling 
all in love— 
The might of dauntless lion and the sweet- 
ness of the dove— 
We accept thy revelation as a gift from 
Heaven above, 
For faith is moving on! 
O tender-hearted Master, who didst make 
the sufferers whole, 
thy gospel for the body, 
gospel for the soul, 
We would follow in thy footsteps as the 
broadening ages roll, 
For hope is moving on! 


With and thy 


O Spirit of all beauty, of all peace, of fullest 
power, 
Be thou the very life of life within us at this 
our, 
And give to every willing heart the gift of 
Spirit dower! 
For love is moving on! 


O come, divine republic of the Spirit's holy 
might! 
Come, children of the Spirit, lead the way 
to larger light! 
Come ye who fought for slaves of old, for 
fuller freedom fight! 
For God is moving on! 
—Dr. Oliver Huckel, in 
The Congregationalist. 
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with the writer of this article. He was very 
much interested in opening up three of our 
closed churches. He generously donated 
the means for carrying on the initial work. 
For years following the opening of these 
churches he contributed more toward their 
support, I think, than did any resident mem- 
ber of any one of the three. 

When his wife passed over to be with her 
Lord, he asked me to come to Williamsport 
to conduct her funeral. On the train—the 
journey to the place of interment being 
over two hundred miles—he unfolded to me 
the thought which had inspired the hearts 
of his companion and himself for many 
years as they saved prayerfully and care- 
fully from his modest salary. Their sav- 
ings had been put into a two-family house 
in Williamsport, which he wanted to have 
sold at his death, the proceeds to be used 
for missionary work in the New Jersey 
Christian Conference. 

At first this money was invested in in- 
terest-bearing securities, and the proceeds 
used to help sustain weak churches within 
the conference bounds. This income was 
supplemented by contributions from the 
churches until these became sufficient for 
carrying on that phase of the work, thus re- 
leasing the Crouse Fund for more ag- 
gressive work. 

Three years ago last May, the conference 
voted to set aside a certain apportioned 
amount to be raised by four groups, geo- 
graphically arranged within the conference 
bounds. This was to be known as our Re- 
volving Loan Fund. As rapidly as_ the 
Crouse Fund investments could be called in, 
the monies so collected were added to our 
Revolving Loan Fund. Up to now, it is the 
Crouse Fund which furnishes the major 
part of our Revolving Loan Fund. It is 
this that has largely inspired the offerings 
which are swelling it into ever-growing pro- 
portions. 

HOW IT WORKS 

Briefly, our plan for making loans is 

tased on very carefully-made surveys of 
(Continued on page fifteen) 














The reign of God is near.—Mark 1:15. 
oO 









This ever nearness of the actual Kingdom 
of God among men has an interesting his- 
tory. John the Baptist was sure of its im- 
mediacy; so convincingly gid he proclaim 
the event that great crowds came to hear 
his unusual message, and from them many 
were baptized into a formal readiness for 
the new age. Jesus began his ministry with 
clear affirmation of the Kingdom that was 
soon to come. At no time during his career 
does he suggest any doubt about the com- 
parative earliness of its coming, nor does 
he limit its operation or duration once it 
arrives. 

It was much the same with Paul. While 
in his later ministry he seemed less certain 
about the hurried coming of the day of the 
Lord, in his early work he plainly declares 
his confidence that this supreme experience 
could be expected nearly any moment. 

No use trying to trace the later history 
of the belief in the certain quickness of the 
coming rule and reign of God on earth. Nor 
is there help to be found in accounting for 
the vast numbers of different kinds of ex- 
pectancy in religious circles today relative 
to the ways in which the Kingdom is ex- 
pected “unexpectedly” to break into the 
world. 

However great the disappointment of the 
centuries has been caused by the slow ap- 
proach, or the failure, or the rule of God 
to come into our human realities, there are 
some interesting features of this hope that 
can well grip one. We can accept the hope, 
or we can refuse to endorse it, just as we 
please—as far as its historical expression 
may be concerned. But there is something 
that seems so uniquely characteristic of the 
human spirit and of human progress to be 
seen in this New Testament expectancy. 

For there always seems to be an ideal, 
happy, and meaningful life just ahead of us. 
It is always just about where we can ac- 
tually see it, and sometimes it seems so 
close to us that we are just about to enter 
it. There is much in our times to point to 
such an outlook now. Fortunately it is so. 

eS 




















































“If men only understood 

How love conquers; how prevailing 
Is its might, grim hate assailing; 
How compassion endeth sorrow, 
Maketh wise and doth not borrow 
Pain of passion; they would ever 
Live in love, in hatred never— 

If they only understood.” 
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“There is a great challenge before us. 
The challenge is to say deep in our souls 
that Consecrated Civilization is our next 
goal.” 

This sentence appeared in a _ church 
calendar recently. Look it over. Doesn’t 
this sound much like the kind of hope that 
the New Testament expresses? 

The writer of the sentences is seeing a 
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At Prayer Time 


great deal in present affairs that can be 
utilized in developing higher and finer 
forms of living. He is spiritualizing; he 
sees where additional spirit.and godly pur- 
pose would bring in a great day for man- 
kind. If there were extension of moral 
quality over a larger field of human activi- 
ties, we would be quite close the most de- 
sired state for which the human heart has 
ever prayed. 

Hence he proceeds: “To bring within the 
reign of the spirit this high body of our 
life, to call it into the sanctuary of reli- 
gion, to invite business and industry and 
organization into the field of faith’s vision, 
as we have called into this field of art and 
music and poetry,—this is the modern 
man’s task. No longer shall half of our 
world stay outside the region of deep bless- 
ing and interpretation.” 

Here is a task—perhaps the task—of the 
modern man; it is a religious one, too. One 
asks if it is not a new form—and a better 
form for our day—for the historic Chris- 
tian interest in the coming of the King- 
dom. 

But it suggests something more. It is 
possible that we see here some of the out- 
(7 >» 








Hail the glorius, golden city, 
Pictured by the seers of old! 
Everlasting light shines o’er it, 
Wondrous tales of it are told: 

Only righteous men and women 
Dwell within its gleaming wall; 
Wrong is banished from its boarders, 
Justice reigns supreme o’er all. 


We are builders of that city, 

All, our joys and all our groans, 

Help to rear its shining ramparts; 

All our lives are building stones: 

Whether humble or exalted, 

All are called to tasks divine; 

All must aid alike to carry 

Forward one sublime design. 
—Felix Adler. 














. Jy 
look that Jesus, if not John the Baptist or 
Paul, had for their own times, and for the 
experience of coming generations. It is 
possible that: these men saw much in their 
world that was near to being the best. 
There must have been some conditions that 
were promising materials for the better 
day. There was much that was wrong, in- 
deed; but with so much of what was of 
worth, why not set one’s self actually to 
lead in the triumph of the right over the 
bad? 








oO 


We could almost define Christian ex- 
pectancy of the Kingdom of God like this: 
It is an evaluation of one’s civilization and 
a recognition of its opportunities for higher 
forms of human existence. 

Wonder if the definition would apply. As 
to Jesus day, we have spoken of that. But 
we rarely look at the problems then quite 
like this. We are inclined to look at the 
injustice and the moral decadence of those 
times. No doubt all existed that we believe 
to have been wrong in those times. But 


there were opportunities of right neverthe- 
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less; Jesus in particular seemed to have 
been conscious of this better element from 
the times of the temptations on. 

But will the definition apply to our time? 
Surely there is a good deal of fortune in 
our civilization. We have some interesting 
traditions. There are some remarkable 
precedents in our civil processes. Even the 
increase of complex national organization 
has not entirely driven out our ethics re- 
garding human worth. So far, our oft 
complained of materialism has not kept us 
from sensing our responsibilities to other 
generations. The extension of privilege 
and the increase of human numbers have 
not yet driven us into the competitive pro- 
cesses of living through which the race 
earlier went. We have done much, and we 
are doing more, for health and human com- 
fort. No pell-mell of business has suc- 
ceeded in shutting off opportunities for ex- 
ploration, invention, or for the promotion of 
better living standards. 

Retarding influences and defeating condi- 
tions? Yes, they have been, and still are, 
many. Conflicts of purpose and instances 
of danger from unhallowed sources, they 
too are legion. Look at them, relate them 
to the better elements of our times, and see 
if they do not form a call to live hopefully 
and achievingly for a reign of God that is 
near. 

o 
Honor and truth and manhood— 

These are the things that stand, 

Though the sneer and jibe of the cynic tribe 

Are loud through the width of the land. 
The scoffer may lord it an hour on earth, 

And a lie may live for a day, 

But truth and honor and manly worth 

Are things that endure alway. 
Labor and love and virtue— 

Time does not dim their glow; 


Though the smart may say in their languid 
way, 

“O, we’ve outgrown all that, you know!” 
But a lie, whatever guise it wears, 

It a lie as it was of yore, 
And a truth that has lasted a million years 

Is good for a million more. 

—Anon. 


oO 

The Kingdom may never come in any of 
the ways we have expected it; 

There may not be a time when the rule of 
God, or the operation of our best moral 
choices, will be without conflicting condi- 
tions; 

Nevertheless it is always possible to find 
in one’s time that the reign of God is near. 
0 

“On earth his Kingdom cometh.” 


oO 


Thy Kingdom come, O God; and let us 
aid its coming. Give us a sense of blessing 
that these days imply. May we not violate 
the good that has come from the past, nor 
be untrue to the best in our own time; these 
are worthy of our best. But make us mes- 
sengers and workers for the new triumphs 
of righteousness, knowing that human prog- 
ress must lead toward thine own ideal. 
Amen. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 





Woman's Work 


Mrs. Emma S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





Members of Conference Woman’s 
Mission Boards 
HO are they? It has always seemed to 
be rather indefinite in the minds of 
many women as to who are members of the 
conference woman’s missionary board. 

This has been explained many times, but 
there are always those who did not hear or 
read, and so we need to tell it over and over 
again. 

The conference woman’s missionary 
board is made up of its annual members 
(those who pay $1.00 each year); the life 
members, (those who pay $5.00, in some 
conference boards); the officers and the 
superintendents, and the delegates from the 
local societies. 

Every Woman 
HERE are no meetings held at the time 
of a conference session, but every woman 
who is present at the conference is welcome 
and urged to attend all the meetings of the 
women. 
Prayer Groups 

ACH local society is urged to appoint a 

“prayer group”, possibly your executive 
committee or some other earnest workers, 
for the express purpose of prayer for the 
Thank Offering. 

It has been suggested that this committee 
should serve for one month before the 
thank-offering service is to be held. 

If we would observe this very wise sug- 
gestion, I am sure that the thank offering 
would far exceed that of former years. 

Will you not help with your prayers as 
well as with your offering? 


New Society 
NEW society has been organized at 
Ferguson, Iowa, with twelve members. 
This society is to use the program outlined 
for 1927-28. 
Gifts 
N a report from the Northwestern Ohio 
Conference Woman’s Board, we note that 
eight of the life members made an offering 
of one dollar each for the thank-offering 
fund. 
“Love Gifts” 
SOMETIME ago we asked that conference 
boards use the “Love Gift” plan to help 
reach their goal. We have received in a re- 
port from our board some “love gifts” for 
special purposes. 


“A Safe Way for the Children” 
N introducing the new programs, Mrs. 
Morrill says in her suggestions for the 
October meeting: 

We start this month on a beautiful WAY 
—a way where we are to think about the 
children of the world, the children in our 
homes and communities of the whole world. 
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As we travel this “way” I hope that we may 
be inspired and motivated to do more to 
make the road which our children will 
travel tomorrow a safer way, because we 
have spent this year together. 


Women are interested in the children of 
the whole world; therefore, the book used 
in connection with our programs this year, 
“A Straight Way Toward Tomorrow”, will 
be especially interesting. We urge that 


every woman buy a book for her very own 
and thereby get more out of the study. 





The General Convention 
and 


Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





Federal Council Funds 


HE General Convention needs $400 to 

meet its remaining share of obligation 
to the Federal Council of Churches—the 
greatest Protestant agency in America. 
Many churches have not remitted their 
offering; and we need personal gifts that 
will help cover this at once. 


The General Board of the Christian Church 
HE General Board of the Christian 
Church meets annually on the third 

Thursday of October. It is composed of the 
officers of the General Convention, the mem- 
bers of the Mission Board (Home and For- 
eign Departments), Board of Christian 
Education, Board of Publications, Board of 
Evangelism and Life Service, Board of Fi- 
nance, Editor of The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty, presidents of our educational in- 
stitutions, president of the Woman’s Mis- 
sion Board, editors, managers, and admin- 
istrative or field secretaries elected or ap- 
proved by the General Board. The present 
board consists of fifty-two persons from 
every section of our brotherhood. ; 

These several boards meet early in the 
same week and plan their work for the new 
year and report to the General Board at 
its first sitting their work for the past year, 
their conditions, finances and programs, 
plans and needs for the new year. These 
are all reviewed, considered by the General 
Board, and woven into a harmonious, well 
balanced, denominational program. 

The General Board performs the duties 
of the General Convention between its quad- 
rennial sessions. Its responsibilities are 
great and its annual meeting is most im- 
portant, and every member is expected 
throughout. It fills vacancies that occur. It 
is the General Convention ad interim. 

The ten officers of the General Conven- 
tion compose the Executive Committee of 
the General Convention and of the General 
Board, and transact necessary matters that 
arise during the year between the sittings 
of the General Board. 

Let all members of the church remember 
the General Board in prayer in its annual 
meeting beginning at ten o’clock, Thursday, 
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October 20, at headquarters in Dayton, 
Ohio. It has exceedingly hard problems. It 
would be most helpful if greetings might 
be sent the board from groups and from in- 
dividuals with assurances of prayer, sym- 
pathy, and gifts for the work. 








Guarding Funds 

HE Board of Finance created at the Ur- 

bana Convefition has announced several 
Christian business principles and plans 
which it seeks to emphasize throughout the 
church in all churches, conferences, conven- 
tions, and boards. One of them is: “Safe- 
guarding in a most sacred manner all benev- 
olent funds that they may be used only for 
the purposes given. The following message 
from Rev. A. R. Webb, pastor of the 
Everett, Pennsylvania, Church, and secre- 
tary of the Rays Hill and Southern Penn- 
sylvania Conference, heartily approves the 
principle announced: “Enterprises the 
world over are challenging the attention, 
the service, and the support of men. Once 
an object has been presented in a manner 
to help a person realize he can be of value 
to a cause, he either becomes a laborer in 
that service, or a supporter to that cause.” 

All of us are responding to calls out be- 
yond our actual service. We cheerfully lay 
our gifts upon the altar of some work that 
ennobles the human race, relieves the after- 
math of catastrophe, brings cheer to the dis- 
couraged, feeds the hungry, or Christianizes 
the world. 

Whether the gift will reach its proper 
destination, or will not be misappropriated, 
has been asked by many. Therefore there 
is laid upon individuals or organizations re- 
ceiving their support from friends, a sa- 
cred trust—the violation of which trust is a 
violation of friendship, thwarting purposes, 
delaying service, and hindering progress. 
Many worthy causes have lost friends and 
support through failure to guard well funds 
entrusted to its distribution. 

Of all institutions, the Church ought to 
lead “In safeguarding in a most sacred 
manner all benevolent funds, that they may 
be used only for the purposes given.” Where 
can be found honesty if not in the church? 
To what organized group can God expect 
great things in behalf of his Christ, if not 
found in the church which responds to the 
calls made upon it? But if that church 
uses benevolent funds to meet a crisis in the 
local work, or uses local funds to meet a 
deficiency in the benevolent budget, how can 
that church face God and the world and 
preach the evil doctrine of “robbing Peter 
to pay Paul?” To keep either benevolences 
or local work paid up at the expense of one 
or the other is not playing the game square, 
neither producing a blessing upon its people. 

It is time for the church to stop the prac- 
tice of fear, a fear of local obligations un- 
paid, a fear that some one will not get his 
rightful share from the gift laid upon the 
altar. It is time for the church to practice 
honesty in the distribution of the altar gifts, 
and have more faith and trust in its people 
to provide for their own. 




















































































Evangelism and Life Service 


McD. Howsare, Executive Secretary 





One Million Witnesses 


HE Men’s Church League has taken the 

initiative in a united effort to enlist and 
enroll one million personal witnesses and 
workers for aggressive evangelistic effort. 
This movement has been endorsed by the 
Department of Evangelism and Life Serv- 
ice of the Federal Council. 

The three simple conditions suggested 
for membership in this band of “One Mil- 
lion Witnesses” are these: 

1. That each witness shall agree to un- 
dertake, under the direction and with the 
help of the Spirit of God, to lead at least 
one person each year into personal faith 
in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and 
into membership in the Church of Christ; 

2. That each such witness shall prayer- 
fully undertake to lead at least one other 
Christian each year to join this group of 
witnesses, each of whom accepts these same 
responsibilities: 

3. That each such witness agrees to be- 
come as soon as possible a member of a 
small group of “witnesses” either in his own 
church or his own community. 


There are over twenty-six millions of 
Protestant church members in the United 
States and Canada. Is it not possible to 
enlist at least one million of them with this 
simple, spiritual purpose? Might not such 
an influence tend powerfully to develop a 
sense of personal responsibility among all 
evangelical churches? 

Is there anything else so really basic in 
all our churches as to increase and multiply 
the number of those who try faithfully to 
carry out the commission given in Acts 
1:8, to receive the Holy Spirit and to be- 
come personal witnesses? This. should 
stimulate prayer, Bible study, consistent liv- 
ing, stewardship, missions, social service, 
religious education, and the whole Christian 
program. 

Our own people should co-operate in a 
very definite way in this movement and we 
hope to have a program to suggest at the 
coming board meeting. 





Home Missions 
and 


Church Extension 


A. W. Sparks, Secretary 





HE Michigan Conference did a splendid 

piece of home mission work in placing 
Rev. Rodrick Hurlbut in the Evergreen 
and Forest Hill churches as pastor for 
three months in the summer. The churches 
seemed to take on new life and responded 
well to his work. At the recent session of 
the conference at Maple Rapids a spirit of 
optimism prevailed and a splendid program 
was enjoyed by all. Mrs. F. E. Bullock, 
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Rev. A. W. Sparks, and Rev. McD. How- 
sare were in attendance throughout the 
sessions. Mrs. Bullock remained over for 
the Sunday services at Maple Rapids and 
Eureka. 


Rev. W. J. Young has accepted the Mun- 
cie, Indiana, Church and will begin his work 
there October 1. Brother Young is secre- 
tary of The Christian Publishing Associa- 
tion and has spent several weeks in differ- 
ent sections of our brotherhood in the inter- 
est of our Publishing House. He visited 
eight different conferences. He comes to 
Muncie with new enthusiasm, and we are 
expecting the church to go forward in a fine 
way under his leadership. 

As we close the year’s work and come 
into our annual board meetings, we wish 
sincerely to thank every pastor, church, and 
individual who has assisted in this great 
work this year. It has made the work 
easier to feel the interest throughout our 
entire field in this phase of the Master’s 
work. If the Christian Church is ever to 
occupy the place it should, we must give 
larger attention and emphasis to this phase 
of the work. The year just closed has been 
a good one, all things considered; the next 
one should be better. 

The work in all our fields is in full swing 
again. Vacation days are over, and all our 
workers are entering their year’s work with 
new courage and zeal, and good results 
should be attained. 





Foreign Missions 
Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





E are happy to announce that Rev. and 
Mrs. Bruce W. Morton and our new 
missionary, Miss Victoria Adams, have ar- 
rived safely in Porto Rico and, for the time 
being at least, they can all be reached at 
87 Concordia Street, Ponce, Porto Rico. 
Naturally they are experiencing some 
difficulty becoming acclimated after having 
been spending so much time in our northern 
climate during the summer. But they all 
write enthusiastically of the prospects of 
the work and we are sure that as soon as 
their strength will permit they will be 
busily engaged. Already Brother Morton 
writes of various activities being planned 
and Miss Adams tells of visiting some 
Porto Rican homes and of the welcome 
given them by the Ponce Church people. 
During these trying days of adjustment to 
a new climate and new living conditions, we 
hope our people will keep Miss Adams and 
the Mortons much on their hearts in prayer. 


HE Barretts are now settled for their 

furlough at Elon College, North Caro- 
lina, and the children are in school. We are 
glad to report that they are all feeling some 
better at this time and we are hoping that 
the invigorating climate of the coming win- 
ter will serve to restore them all to good 
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health again. Their furlough is scheduled 
to continue until next May and churches 
within reach of Elon should take this oppor- 
tunity to have a missionary visit them at 
merely the cost of travel. 


R. A. D. WOODWORTH is making a 

long journey through New England, 
visiting three conferences and a number of 
local churches. We are sure that his mes- 
sages and his presence will mean much to 
those people who are able to hear him. He 
will attend the Central Christian Conven- 
tion at Mellott, Indiana, October 26-28, and 
many of our people will be able to meet him 
there. The probability is that Dr. and 
Mrs. Woodworth may return to Japan be- 
fore the first of the year, as he is anxious 
to get back to his teaching with the be- 
ginning of the term following Christmas. 
If this is done it will not be possible for 
him to visit as many churches as have re- 
quested that he come. But we shall do our 
best in this regard and will announce 
definitely the time of their sailing as soon 
as we have the information. 


THE annual meeting of the General Board 

of the Christian Church will be held the 
week of October 17, and in this connection 
the Foreign Mission Department members 
will be wrestling with many and varied 
problems. We have faith to believe many 
of our Christian Church people will definite- 
ly remember us in prayer at that time. 


Smoking Others 


REQUENTLY the smoker raises the 

question: “If folks don’t like tobacco 
smoke, why don’t they stay away from it?” 
And right here enters the difficulty—it is 
becoming increasingly hard to stay away. 
It would be necessary for those of us who 
do not care to be in a continuous state of 
fumigation, to resign our jobs, refrain from 
entering restaurants, walk up instead of 
ride up, and boycott Pullman cars. Some 
one has suggested that to co-operate thus 
with the smoker would compel the New 
Yorker at least to get off the earth! 

Recently, while reclining in a “sleeper,” 
I was roused from my first nap by the 
aroma of a Camel rising from the berth 
below. Now, I thoroughly enjoy camels— 
in a menagerie! 

At a radio conference recently, the 
speaker was asked whether he could recom- 
mend a dining-room in Manhattan where a 
woman could eat without being engulfed in 
nicotine fumes. He was unable to answer 
the question and cried out for help. Thus 
far no listener-in has supplied the desired 
information. 

Particularly offensive is the habit of some 
executives who smoke continuously while 
at their desks. Gentlemen they are, in 
every other respect, at least; but it never 
occurs to them that the young woman who 
may be taking their dictation may have a 
sensitive throat, or perhaps lungs predis- 
posed to tuberculosis. 


Dr. William. Brady, noted writer on 
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health topics, refers to the letter of a six- 
teen-year-old girl who worked in an office 
which was filled from morning until night 
with the smoke from cigarettes, cigars, and 
pipes. Dr. Brady states that the condition 
to which she was exposed led directly into 
the first stages of consumption, and he com- 
ments: “It is inexcusable for a business 
man to subject an employee to such poison- 
ing.” 

We have never felt particularly drawn to 
a prohibition canipaign against tobacco. 
There is a fundamental difference between 


Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard 
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the liquor traffic, as we once knew it, and 
the smoking habit as it has grown upon us; 
but the fact remains that indiscriminate 
smoking will eventually raise seriously the 
question in the minds of millions of people: 
“Does the nonsmoker have any rights?” 
Does it devolve upon him to get off the 
earth if he wishes to keep a clear head and 
healthy lungs? Those who love the weed 
will do well to give more attention to those 
who prefer to be free from its aroma—at 
least on occasion.—Damiel A. Poling, in The 
Christian Herald. 


THE UNIFORM LESSON FOR SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1927 
1 Kings 21:5-10, 16-20 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—Be sure your sin will find 
you out.—Numbers 32:23. 


> 
eo 





HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, October 10—Ahab Covets 
Naboth’s Vineyard. 1 Kings 21:1-4. 
Tuesday, October 11—Jezebel’s Wicked 


Plan. 1 Kings 21:5-16. 
Wednesday, October 12—Elijah De- 
nounces Ahab. Kings 21:17-26. 
Thursday, October 13—The Sin of 


Covetousness. Rom, 7:7-25. 
Friday, October 14—Sin Cannot Be Hid. 











Gen, 4:3-13. 
Saturday, October 15—Sowing and 
Reaping. Gal. 6:1-10., 
Sunday, October 16—Jehowvah the Just 
Judge. Psalm 94:17-23. 

Cry Baby 


AS that ever heard in your ears, or 
‘"" from your lips when you were a child? 
It was one of the most dreaded names to 
be called at school, and still the crying boy 
or girl is anything but attractive. But when 
you see the same thing in a man or woman, 
then one almost blushes for shame. Ahab 
wanted something, and because he could not 
get it, he started to whine, and that whine 
was none the less a whine when coming 
from a king. Well, are you a good loser, or 
do you whine when you are licked? We do 
not always see the value of games. One 
value is to teach us not only how to play the 
game, but also how to win and how to lose. 


Economy in Buying 


Some people want everything they see. 
It is amusing but distressing to see at an 
auction people buying what they do not need 
simply because it is dangled before their 
eyes. People have been in debt and crippled 
thereby all their lives, and rendered unable 
to do for their children or their God what 
one might expect, because of wanting 
everything, and because of weakly yielding 
to buy that appealing thing. Ahab, if you 
do not need that vineyard, go on by and 
leave its owner in peace. So if you do not 
need that hat or that suit or that soda or 
candy, it is an idle waste of money to buy 


it, no matter how pretty or becoming. Be 
careful of your buying. 


“George, Be King” 


In our history lessons we were taught 
that the mother of George III constantly 
used those words to him. Possibly, there is 
a fine ideal in it, but we are taught that in 
her it meant “Be an autocrat”. We learned 
later in our histories that it was because of 
the spirit thus engendered that the States 
rebelled. So Jezebel tauntingly says the 
same thing to her weak and crying husband. 
Autocracy is no less undesirable now than 
then in the home, schoolroom, or anywhere 
else where there are those who are in any 
way dependent upon us. Yes, be a king of 
your lives, but do not be an autocrat any- 
where. 


The Feminine in Sin 


Who is the sinner of lesser degree, the 
man or the woman? It is pretty dangerous 
to say, and indeed very difficult to compare 
sin and sins. The old Hebrew writers show 
up sin in both men and women. Possibly 
men are a little more weak in resisting sin, 
but when a woman heads downward she sets 
an awful pace and goes to a fearful depth. 
The finer the steel, the sharper can the 
blade become; and the finer the nature, the 
more effective it can be in sin. In any 
event, principles of moral control need to be 
urged in both girls and boys, and both alike 
need the salvation of Jesus Christ. In the 
case of the king and queen of whom we 
study today, the king was an awful sinner 
because so weak, and the queen, because so 
strong. 


Sharing in Another’s Sin 


Adam did not pluck the apple himself, 
but he was just as guilty when he ate what 
Eve brought to him. Ahab was too weak 
to put Naboth out of the way, but when his 
wife did it, he was very prompt in helping 
himself to the results. You may not be 
guilty of the actual act yourself, but if you 
share in the proceeds willingly, then you 
are as guilty as the other and probably 
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more despicable. Paul said that he also was 
standing by and consenting. Are you shar- 
ing in the loot that has in any way been 
obtained by others, social or political? 
Go Down to Meet Ahab 

It was a hard place to put Elijah, but he 
met the situation bravely. Sin is still going 
on in high places. People say to the 
prophets of these days, “Keep politics out 
of your pulpit”. That is good advice if it 
is merely an economic question, but when 
there is a moral issue up, then a preacher 
would be just as much a coward if he kept 
still about it as Elijah would have been had 
he kept quiet for fear he would lose his 
head or his position. But it must not be 
left to the preacher to go alone to meet 
Ahab. You must go and meet him on the 
public platform and in personal contact and 
at the ballot box. 
The Same Dogs 

Dogs are not at all careful whether the 
blood they lick is that of queen or red-light 
girl. Position does not save you from the 
final consequences of sin. I say “final”, be- 
cause wealth will buy one’s way out of 
court and out of prison. But the dogs of 
justice will relentlessly follow whether you 
are high or low. “The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die” is true of your soul, or of your 
black brother in the heart of Africa. Then 
there is another application. If we are 
shedders of blood, then ours, too, will be 
shed. If we live by the sword, we shall 
also die by it. 


O Mine Enemy 

How natural and yet how strange that 
Ahab should look upon Elijah as his enemy. 
Elijah had told him of his sins and wrongs, 
and had sought to direct him to the will 
and law of Jehovah. But that was being 
his friend. Your parent or teacher or 
preacher who warns you of your wrong, and 
seeks to rid you of it, is your best friend. 
When your doctor tells you that your lungs 
are tubercular and advises you to flee to the 
high lands and the open air, is he your 
enemy or your friend? 


o 


The more we examine our lives, the more 
clearly we see that outside conditions have 
very little to do with their happiness and 
their real success, while the inside condi- 
tions have everything to do with them. 
Friendships are powerful aids, but they are 
made from the soul. Good cheer is more 
efficient in business than a handsome face. 
Fine clothes do not count nearly so much 
as really fine manners. 

What is life? Is it the few hours we 
spend on earth, or is it the endless reaches 
of the eternal life? Only the latter, of 
course, has any right to be called life. And 
eternal life, every one will agree, comes 
from the heart and not from material con- 
ditions such as a bank account or a house 
or elegant furniture and beautiful clothes. 
If Christ dwells in our hearts, the issue will 
be eternal life, and eternal life is ours on 
no other terms.—Amos R. Wells. 
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Program Pointers 


The following article was taken from the “Luther 
League Review”. It was so suggestive and fine that 
I adapted it for our work. 

WHAT CAN WE Do? 

Have a committee chosen at least two weeks ahead 
to survey all the institutions of mercy or punishment 
in your community. By community is meant a dis- 
tance that will permit your C. E. to serve. List all 
these institutions. In a large city, of course only the 
institutions in the immediate neighborhood could be 
covered. Have interviews with the authorities in the 
institutions and ask what your ©. E. could do for 
their charges. First, in the way of religious services ; 
second, pe’sonal calls; third, entertainment; fourth, 
financial; fifth, equipment. Have the chairman of 
the committee ready to report at this time. Give 
a chance for discussion. Come to a conclusion as to 
some sort of institutional service that the C. E. could 
render. 




































PERSONAL SERVICE 

Have another committee to survey the opportunities 
of personal service in the community. Let the com- 
mittee consult with the pastor and with him go to 
the associated charities or some other charity or- 
ganization in the town and ask what your C. E. 
could do for some specific cases, perhaps a family 
or some children that could be cared for by the C. E. 
Discuss the report of this committee and come to 
some conclusion. 






























































THE UWNSAVED 

Have a third committee consult with the pastor as 
to personal evangelism. Perhaps you ought to have a 
class studying personal evangelism. Discuss _ that. 
Your pastor can give this committee pretty definite 
help in setting out on a program of personal service 
for Christ. Discuss the report. Come to some con- 
clusion. 





















































Topic Thoughts 

Beautify the Town. Put on a contest for 
the beautification of the town or, if in a 
city, a certain section about your church. 
Select judges early in the spring and, hav- 
ing aroused interest, get as mahy people as 
you can to enter the contest to see who can 
make the greatest improvement in the line 
of beautifying their premises. Offer a first, 
second, and third prize to the ones who in 
the judgment of the judges are worthy of 
these prizes. Perhaps you could influence 
the proper authorities to have unsightly 
billboards removed. Use slogans such as: 
Seed the lawn, plant flowers, fix the back 
fences, plant flowers in the alleys, paint up, 
clean up, and so forth. 


Health. Go to the health department of 
your town or the doctor in your community 
and find out what your society can do to 
help make the town or community a health- 
ier place in which to live. 




















































Playground Helper. In communities 
where there are playgrounds, there is 
usually a fine opportunity for service as 
director of play among the children. I have 
known playgrounds that I felt were a moral 
menace to a community because of lack of a 
Supervisor. Undirected, unsupervised play- 
grounds can do great harm in a community 
as directed supervised playgrounds may do 
great good. 




































Literary. Start a literary society, a de- 
bating club, a reading club, a magazine ex- 
change club, a Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle, a club to study some of the 
8reat poets, a club to discuss current topics. 
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In What Community Enterprises May Our Society Share? 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR OCTOBER 16, 1927 
Neh, 4:6, 16-18 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the Christian Church 


There is great need today in many com- 
munities, of something along this line. 

Y. M. C. A. and Y. W.C. A. In a com- 
munity where these organizations exist, the 
young people should earnestly support them. 
There is sometimes a danger that we allow 
the activities of these organizations to take 
so much of our time and energy that we 
have none to give to our own local church. 
This need not and never should be. 

Recreation. Organize a baseball team, a 
basket ball team, a tennis club, a roque 
team, have a croquet ground, a quoit course. 
If there is no playground in your commun- 
ity, seek to secure one and each year add 
some piece of equipment until you have a 
well equipped playground. Plan community 
socials and sings. 

Religious. Are there rescue missions in 
your city? Ask the superintendent what 
you may do to help in the work. Perhaps 
you can help the Salvation Army or the 
Volunteers of America. Organize parlor 
Bible classes, meeting once a week in some 
home for a study of the Bible. If there are 
social settlements in your community, offer 
yourself as a club leader or an Americaniza- 
tion teacher or to do anything you are ca- 
able of doing in which they can use you. 

Community Institutions for the Unfor- 
tunate. In every city of any size there are 
institutions for the unfortunate where the 
Christian Endeavor society can help. There 
are orphans’ homes, blind asylums, deaf 
and dumb asylums, old ladies’ homes, county 
infirmaries, hospitals, and jails. We may 
minister to the inmates of these in many 
ways. Some may need entertainment, some 
equipment, some would appreciate baskets 
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of food, most of them would appreciate a 
religious service put on by the Christian 
Endeavorers. 


Our Lady of the Snows 
(For Reading or Recitation) 

Robert Louis Stevenson was traveling in 
the foothills of the Alps and spent a night 
in a monastery called “Our Lady of the 
Snows.” He protested against their mo- 
nasticism in a powerful poem, some of whose 
lines are as follows: 


Aloof, unhelpful and unkind, 

The prisoners of the iron mind, 
Where nothing speaks except the bell, 
The unfraternal brothers dwell. 


O to be up and doing, O 
Unfearing and unshamed to go 
In all the uproar and the press 
About my human business! 


And ye, O brethren, what if God, 
When from heav’n’s top he spies abroad, 
And sees on this tormented stage 

The noble war of mankind rage: 
What if his vivifying eye, 

O monks, should pass your corner by? 
For still the Lord is Lord of might; 
In deeds, in deeds, he takes delight ; 
The plough, the spear, the laden barks, 
The field, the founded city, marks; 
He marks the smiler of the streets, 
The singer upon garden seats. 

He sees the climber in the rocks; 

To him, the shepherd folds his flocks. 
For those he loves that underprop 
With daily virtues heaven’s top, 

And bear the falling sky with ease, 
Unfrowning caryatids. 

Those he approves that ply the trade, 
That rock the child, that wed the maid, 
That with weak virtues, weaker hands, 
Sow gladness on the peopled lands, 
And still, with laughter, song, and shout, 
Spin the great wheel of earth about. 


For Discussion 


How can young people help other young people in 
our community who have been unfortunate and are 
missing much of life’s blessing? 

What do you know about the organized charities of 
your community? 

What can we do for lonely strangers in our com- 
munity ? 

In what community enterprises may we have a 
part? 

How may we help in law enforcement in our com- 
munity ? 

How may we help promote Sabbath observance in 
our community? 

What reforms are needed in our community and 
how may we help promote them? 

Do the young folk of our community have healthy, 
normal recreation? What can we do to help in pro- 
viding this? 


The Wise Choice 
A Story 


Y the calendar it was September, but 
B there was no tang of autumn in the 

air; instead of cool breezes being 
wafted through the coach, there were glar- 
ing sunlight, dust, and smoke. The long 
train snorted, wheezed, and jerked as it 
came to a stop as if it resented having to 
halt where there was such an accumulation 
of grime. Several passengers got to their 
feet, and, collecting sundry parcels and 
handbags, hurried to the outside. They 
were tired and uncomfortable, but the dust 
and heat were more irritating on the out- 
side; the station affording protection from 
the glare of the sun, but offering no miti- 
gation of heat. Almost all of the ones who 
had alighted from the train sought convey- 
ances in which to finish the last little lap of 
their journeys, but one tall, well-dressed 


man, who would have attracted notice in 
any crowd, and who carried a distinctly 
foreign air about him, ignored the drivers 
of the different vehicles and walked slowly 
down the street. A block from the station, 
he hesitated and looked back, as if he had 
some intention of returning to the train, 
which was true, but, as the conductor was 
already calling, the man resumed his walk. 

“I almost wish I hadn’t left the train— 
regret that I thought of stopping here, and 
now that I’m here I may not find Henry. 
There has been so much change in my life, 
so much of coming and going, that I fear, 
if I do find him, we will ‘have little in 
common. If the appearances of this town 
express anything, I’m sure he has not im- 
proved with the years. How could he have 
done so, hid away in this place where there 
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seems to be no progress, no growth, and no 
expansion? I feel that he has buried his 
talents—nay, more, tucked himself away 
with them, and grown rusty and out of 
date.” Thus Hugh Paxton soliloquized as 
he walked and looked with critical, apprais- 
ing eyes at his surroundings. 


Hugh Paxton and Henry Glenn had been 
college chums—chummy enough to have 
been known among their friends as “David 
and Jonathan.” They had played together 
on the college baseball team—football was 
unknown at that time—but, while they were 
keen for athletics, they also loved books and 
stood well in classes. They were regarded 
as model young men. Having many tastes 
in common, they made many plans for their 
lives, and these plans always included travel 
and studies in archeology. They expected 
to visit the art centers of Europe, but to 
search the remote corners of Egypt and 
Syria, and to revel in the ancient lore of 
India, was to their minds the sum of all 
human desires. They planned to spend 
months, perhaps years, in seeing the world. 


But human plans often fail to material- 
ize; so it proved in this instance, for, on 
leaving college, these devoted friends 
separated. Hugh frequently wrote, urging 
Henry to hasten in making his arrange- 
ments, that their travels might begin. 
Henry needed no urging, but he did need 
money, which caused a long delay. Then 
his letters became more indefinite, and he 
finally wrote that all of his plans were en- 
tirely changed. 


“My work will keep me here,” he wrote. 
“The truth is, Hugh, I have been called to 
preach, and the call is so surgent, so insist- 
ent, that I dare not refuse. You will under- 
stand how I long to go and how happy I 
would be with you on an uninterrupted holi- 
day, but, dear friend, I must, like Paul, not 
be ‘disobedient unto the heavenly vision.’ ” 


But Hugh Paxton did not understand; for 
once he and Henry Glenn were out of step 
or out of harmony. He had little sympathy 
for the great sacrifice that he believed 
Henry was making. He was a professing 
Christian, and had attended the same 
church and Sunday-school that Henry had, 
but he had regarded it lightly and as a 
matter of course; his religious convictions 
did not run as deep as Henry’s. Hence, he 
didn’t grasp the idea that Henry had en- 
deavored so earnestly to convey, but he did 
feel the hurt that the change in their re- 
lationships had made. Consequently they 
went their separate ways. Henry turned to 
his books and to work that would better 
prepare him for a life consecrated to the 
highest service. Hugh set himself to the 
task of carrying out plans already made. 
Occasionally he wrote to his friend, but the 
old comradely intimacy was gone; his 
letters were stilted and formal. He felt that 
he could never again descend to Henry’s 
level. The latter was punctilious in reply- 
ing, but he, too, felt the constraint—the 
little coldness that had crept between them. 
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So, at best, it was a desultory correspond- 
ence. 

Twenty-two years had passed since these 
two men passed out of college doors, and 
Paxton, returning from one of his long so- 
journs in foreign lands to look after min- 
ing interests in Arizona, suddenly felt im- 
pelled to stop at the small place where 
Henry Glenn lived and make his old friend 
a visit. 

Walking down the dusty street, it oc- 
curred to him that he would have to ask for 
directions to Henry’s home, which he did. 
On following them, he soon turned into a 
nicer part of the town. Making another 
turn, he found himself in a pretty, nicely 
kept street, bordered with shade trees and 
with houses on either side that were quite 
pretentious. The lawns were green and the 
flowers were in bloom, making a sharp con- 
trast to that section of the town near the 
station. When a splendid church came into 
view, Paxton caught himself wondering if 
it could be Henry’s church. He made an 
attempt to visualize his old friend as min- 
istering to a congregation, but the constant 
routine of serving Sunday after Sunday 
and of trying to meet the many demands 
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MY OPPORTUNITY 


N Y opportunity; dear Lord, I do not ask 
That thou shouldst give me some high 
work of thine, 

Some noble calling or some wondrous task— 

Give me a little hand to hold in mine. 


I do not ask that | should ever stand 
Among the wise; the worthy, or the great; 
I only ask that softly, hand in hand, 
A child and I may enter at thy gate. 


Give me a little child to point the way 
Over the strange, sweet path that leads to 
thee; 
Give me a little voice to teach to pray; 
ive me two shining eyes thy face to see. 


The only crown | ask, dear Lord, to wear 
Is this—that I may teach a little child 
How beautiful, oh, how divinely fair, 
Is thy dear face, so loving, sweet, and mild! 


I do not need to ask for more than this. 
My opportunity! ‘Tis standing at my 
oor; 
What sorrow if this blessing | should miss! 
A little child! Why should I ask for more? 
—Marion B. Craig. 


DW °° "°° 7" 
made by various people were ideas wholly 
extraneous to his mind. 

“Is this the residence of Rev. Henry 
Glenn?” he heard himself asking of a pretty 
girl who opened the door. 

“Yes, this is his home,” she assured him. 

“I’m an old friend of his; may I see him 
for a short time?” he asked. He was about 
to hand a card, and then decided not to 
reveal his identity so quickly. 

“Certainly you may see him, but just now 
he is engaged in a conference with some of 
the church workers. Come in, and when he 
is through he will see you,” she explained 
pleasantly. 

A few minutes later he heard the tread 
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of several men as they left the house from 
another door, and almost immediately 
Henry Glenn came into the room. 

“Why, it is Henry; how are you, old 
man?” Paxton asked. 

“It is either Hugh Paxton’s voice or I am 
dreaming!” Henry exclaimed, and in a mo- 
ment they were embracing each other. 

“Yes, I’m just back from a long trip in 
foreign lands, one of the kind that we used 
to plan; you see, I have been able to make 
the dream come true,” Paxton said with 
considerable pride in his voice. “But ] 
didn’t know until now how starved I was 
for a sight of the homeland, for friendly 
faces and the sound of kindly voices. You 
see, I was passing through here and sudden- 
ly yielded to a homesick feeling to see you, 
after all these years.” 

While Paxton was speaking, Henry Glenn 
was listening eagerly, understandingly, for 
he had cultivated the habit of appraising 
character and of making mental notes for 
future reference, as it were, while others 
talked to him. The tones of pride in the 
first part of Paxton’s explanation had not 
escaped him, neither had the tinge of sad- 
ness—the longing for friendly faces nor the 
homesick feeling—failed to register on his 
keen mind. Paxton might be immensely 
proud of his achievements, but that there 
was a lack in his life—some unsatisfied de- 
sire—was plainly evident to Glenn. 

“We'll send for your luggage, for you 
must stay at least a week, and longer if 
you will,’”’ Glenn said heartily, settling that 
point for them both. He was interested in 
this attractive stranger who was once his 
chum, and he made every effort possible to 
express his delight in renewing their friend- 
ship. 

But Paxton doubted the wisdom of re- 
maining for more than one day, as he could 
not rid himself of the impression that 
Henry’s life had been at least a partial 
failure, and he had no inclination to be a 
party to exposing a specter. 

As they talked, or rather as Paxton 
talked, for Glenn encouraged the other to 
lay bare his heart, Paxton was more and 
more surprised to see that Glenn could al- 
ways follow, and follow intelligently. There 
were few things or places that Paxton 
could mention of which Henry Glenn had no 
knowledge, for Glenn was a student and 
was well informed and kept abreast of the 
times, though he had never traveled ex- 
tensively. Paxton was beginning to under- 
stand that Henry had not grown rusty, 
though tucked away in a small town. 

“Well, well, this is a strange experience,” 
Hugh Paxton told himself that night in his 
room. “I’ll have to change my opinions. I 
had a strong impression that Henry would 
be rather out of date, would be behind the 
times and would have a little apologetic air 
about him, or would be slightly embarrassed 
by the difference in our circumstances, but, 
instead, he appears to be a man of full 
stature, mentally as well as otherwise. He 
has a fine family too. Mrs. Glenn is 4 
lovely woman, so refined and well poised, 
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and all four of the children are pleasant, 
intelligent, and attractive. It is a rare 
treat to visit in such a home.” 

And, while he appreciated the home and 
admired the different members of the fam- 
ily, inconsistent as it seemed, he still 
dreaded to hear Henry preach, and was 
afraid it would be something of an ordeal. 
However, during the days that intervened, 
he made some acquaintances in the town 
and quietly listened to the opinions of 
others in regard to his friend. 

“Yes, Brother Glenn is one of the best 
men that ever lived in this town, and, 1 
think, by far the most useful,’ one man 
said. “He helps with every good cause. 
He’s got a fine family, too; the oldest girl is 
preparing herself for a missionary, and the 
boy is in college. But Brother Glenn dves 
for other young folks as well as his own 
children. One young man that he helped is 
now a missionary, and another is pastor of 
a good church. When he can’t send them to 
school, he teaches them himself. Nobody 
knows the good that man has done.” All 
this and more was told to the ready listener 
as he loitered among the business men of 
the town. His attention was called to the 
handsome church which Henry Glenn’s per- 
sistence, courage, and influence had built, 
but Paxton noticed that his attention was 
called more frequently to the moral and 
spiritual benefits derived from MHenry’s 
work than to the material. So, pondering 
on the things that he had heard, he had to 
admit that there was something big—some- 
thing exceedingly fine—about Henry Glenn. 

Paxton had never taken time to establish 
a home, he had never wanted to be ham- 
pered with anything permanent. For the 
first time, he was beginning to feel con- 
scious of the vast emptiness in his own 
selfish existence. 

Henry Glenn chose for his theme on Sun- 
day morning the most wonderful parable 
that Jesus used in his teachings, that of the 
prodigal son. Possibly he could not have 
expressed in words why he did so, yet he 
knew that it was on account of his friend. 
He saw that while Paxton had never dissi- 
pated, had not “wasted his substance in 
riotous living,” the investments of time and 
talent and wealth that Hugh had made had 
not yielded satisfying dividends; that this 
man had used his gifts in seeking knowl- 
edge and pleasure for selfish motives and 
the hunger of the man’s heart had not been 
Satiated. 

The preacher made no great effort at ora- 
tory, but in forceful, convincing language 
he made an earnest appeal. At the close of 
the sermon he extended the usual invitation 
while the congregation sang. Several per- 
sons offered for church membership, but 
Glenn was not satisfied. 

“T have a strong impression that there is 
some one present who is tired of his way 
of living, who has never given his best to 
his Lord, who has attempted to satiate the 
hunger of his soul with material things. 
My friend, it can not be done; will you not 


come and confess your error and give the 
remainder of your life to Jesus?” Henry 
Glenn said in a voice intense with earnest- 
ness. 

He had made the appeal to Paxton, had 
all the while been talking to his friend, and 
yet when the man came down the aisle, all 
trembling and with tears running down his 
cheeks, Glenn was a bit disconcerted. 

“Yes, Henry, I’m the man. You have 
preached straight to me this morning. 1 
see it all now; I confess I have been prodi- 
gal with time and all I have had. I never 
did understand why I was so restless and 
dissatisfied. My heart has cried out for 
sustenance, and I have tried to satiate it 
with husks. I can see that you have made 
the wise choice, and, though I have wasted 
the better part of my life, I earnestly and 
honestly make that choice now. Will you 
help me to serve God as I ought?” 

Paxton said it all between sobs, while the 
preacher, with an arm around him, could 
not utter expressions of thankfulness and 
praise, and the choir, catching the spirit 
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LEAVE IT TO HIM 


THE lilies grow and leave it to him, 
They neither toil nor do they spin; 

In all you say, in all you do, 

Leave it to him, he will carry you through. 


Leave it to him, the roses do, 

In the early morn, when the skies are blue 
They scatter their fragrance on the air, 
Leave it to him, he is everywhere. 


Leave it to him, when the shadows fall, 
And darkness hovers over all; 

He is the light, the truth, the way, 
Leave it to him till break of day. 


Leave it to him when tempted and tried, 
Remember, on Calvary’s cross he died 
To save your soul and set you free, 
Leave it to him, he cares for thee. 


Leave it to him when the task is done, 
And the crown of life at last is won; 
He will be with you to comfort and bless, 
Leave it to him, he will give you rest; 
Leave it, leave it to him. 
—John Moses Baker, in The 
Methodist Protestant. 


of the occasion, sang: “Praise God From 
Whom All Blesings Flow.”—The Baptist 
Standard. 


Making Our Mites Our Might 


(Continued from page eight) 


actual conditions accompanying aggressive 
plans for expansion in urban centers. We 
have found that the average church under- 
taking a program of expansion is greatly 
handicapped for several years if substan- 
tial sums have to be borrowed at interest 
charges for building purposes. The period 
where the strain is felt most keenly lasts 
about three years, because running expen- 
ses in excess of those to which the church 
has been accustomed have to be provided. 
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Inadequate building plans have caused 
many churches to remain crippled over 
long periods. With such a vast field in- 
viting us to enter and build up the work of 
the Kingdom, we knew we could only have 
reason to hope for a fund of such size as 
would relieve the situation only in part. In 
almost every instance other monies would 
have to be borrowed in addition to that 
which we could loan. These extra monies 
would have to be paid for at a stiff rate of 
interest. This condition tends to increase 
current expenses very sharply. In the 
three-year period mentioned above, oppor- 
tunity is afforded to pay off at least a part 
of the church’s interest-bearing debt. Our 
conference requires no return either of prin- 
cipal or interest during this period. The 
church enjoys the free use of the money. 
At the end of three years, the money is to 
begin to come back into the conference 
treasury in annual installments of ten per- 
cent. Failure promptly to return these ten 
percent installments, automatically imposes 
a penalty of six percent per annum on the 
unpaid installment until it is paid. The 
church is thus faced with the alternative of 
paying ten percent which is a principal pay- 
ment, reducing their indebtedness that 
much, or paying six percent with no reduc- 
tion of debt whatsoever. 


The first payment which has yet fallen 
due under the working of this plan, was 
paid promptly, though’ it meant a struggle 
for the church to do it. We believe it will 
continue to work out that way. Assuming 
the budget of a church to be the same un- 
der this plan as it would be if all extra 
building monies had to be borrowed at six 
percent, the added length of time required 
to pay off a commercial loan, because of 
interest charges, means that our plan ac- 
tually saves the borrowing church the neat 
sum of $925 for each $1,000 borrowed from 
our fund. In other words, $925 extra 
money would have to be paid out in interest 
if the money were borrowed from a bank at 
six percent, in addition to returning the 
principal. 

It will thus be seen, that while our con- 
ference contributes as many multiples of 
$925 as there are thousands of dollars in 
each loan made by our conference, the con- 
ference gets back its thousand dollars in 
each instance, with which it may do the 
same with some other point. Indeed it be- 
gins to do this at the end of the third year, 
completing the operation at the end of 
twelve years. 

By such means as have been described 
above, churches are made possible in terri- 
tory rich in opportunity for Kingdom-build- 
ing. During the past three years, three 
new churches have been organized here in 
the Metropolitan area of New York City, 
and there are inviting fields for organizing 
at least thirty more at once if men and 
means were available. These three baby 
churches raised for benevolences during the 
past year over $500, while eight of our old 
churches, established many years, raised 
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$440.41; and four others did not even make 
any report at all on benevolences. 


A THIRD ANGLE 


Now for our proposition to make “mite” 
spell “MIGHT”. We have more than one 
hundred thousand members. Of course I 
know that many of these are hard to find, 
and some of them are still harder to get to 
work. But suppose we have sixty percent 
who can be counted on. Less than that 
number even may be reckoned for purposes 
of convenience in figuring our possibilities, 
making the working membership read an 
even sixty thousand people. The number in 
this vast company actually unable to con- 
tribute an extra dollar per month, once they 
catch the vision of opportunity, is really 
negligible. But suppose we allow for as 
many as one in six. That cuts our po- 
tential givers of one dollar per month to 
50,000. But we have in that 50,000 at least 
one thousand who can give five dollars a 
month each, another two thousand who can 
give two dollars and fifty cents a month 
each, and 4,500 who can give two dollars a 
month each. These all have been counted 
once as potential dollar-a-month givers to 
make up the first $50,000 a month, we de- 
duct that first dollar a month, leaving a 
clear $10,000 extra, or $60,000 monthly. In 
just two and a half years, $1,800,000 can 
thus be raised if we want to do it. As this 
vast sum accumulates, men of unusual 
prosperity of whom the Christians have 
about their proportionate share, mistaken 
notions to the contrary notwithstanding, 
will come to the rescue, and by the end of 
the thirtieth month will make up the re- 
maining $200,000 to make it an even 
$2,000,000. 

WHAT TO DO WITH IT 

It should be very definitely settled in ad- 
vance just what is going to be done with 
the money. Call it counting your chickens 
before they are hatched if you will, but that 
is what is being done in the chicken busi- 
ness right along. 

On a train the other day, I noticed a 
hatchery which advertised to hatch and sell 
4,000,000 chicks annually. They learned 
how to do the thing, and now they simply 
go ahead and do it. WE CAN! WILL WE? 

But to proceed: The money should be 
sent direct to Rev. A. W. Sparks, C. P. A. 
Building, Dayton, Ohio. Each local church 
may become a collecting agency, appointing 
a special treasurer for that purpose, who 
should be required to make remittances 
promptly. 

When the stage is all set, and fifty thou- 
sand contributions pour in to Secretary 
Sparks’ office, I can easily imagine what 
would happen under the plan to be ex- 
plained a bit more fully in a moment. A 
council meeting would be called at once. 
Perhaps that council would decide to grant 
Dayton View a generous loan without in- 
terest out of that first $60,000. Rochester, 
N. Y., presents an opportunity on its east 
side for establishing four new churches. I 
imagine the council would decide to send 
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Secretary Sparks to Rochester, calling to 
his aid the New York Central Conference 
Mission Secretary, or Field Secretary, the 
Metropolitan Mission Secretary, and pos- 
sibly the president of the Central Confer- 
ence also. 

Remember now, they not only have the 
$60,000 already sent in upon which to count 
in their enterprise, but an additional 
$60,000 to follow in the next thirty days. 
Let us assume that an intensive survey of 
the four fields named reveals the fact that 
only three of these fields are really suffi- 
ciently promising to warrant a start. All 
right, they are in a position to make selec- 
tion of a site for each of three churches, 
go right forward in securing lots, and tak- 
ing initial steps toward launching the work. 
Toronto, Ont.; Schenectady and Syracuse, 
N. Y.; Brooklyn and Queens in Greater 
New York; Newark, N. J.; Scranton, Pa.; 
Cumberland, Md.. Richmond, Va.; Cleve- 
land, Ohio; Detroit, Mich.; and a score of 
cther places would be visited in more or less 
rapid succession, in a continuous series of 
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“FIERCE WAS THE WILD BILLOW” 


FrieRCcE was the wild billow, 
Dark was the night; 
Oars labor'd heavily, 
Foam glimmer’d white; 
Trembled the mariners, 
Peril was nigh; 
Then saith the God of God, 


“Peace! It is I.” 


Ridge of the mountain wave, 
Lower thy crest, 

Wail of Euroclydon, 
Be thou at rest; 

Sorrow can never be, 
Darkness must fly, 

When saith the Light of Light, 


“Peace! It is I.” 


Jesus deliver, 
Come thou to me, 

Soothe thou my voyaging 
Over life's sea; 

Thou, when the storm of Death 
Roars sweeping by, 

Whisper, O Truth of truth, 

“Peace! It is I.” 


—T. Tertius Noble. 
S Y 




















rapidly developing fields. Thirty-seven 
months after the work is ready to start, or 
thirty-six months after the first $60,000 has 
been invested in Home Mission enterprises, 
our General Home Mission Secretary has 
$6,000 more to turn in. This money must 
tian Education. The next month he has 
$6,000 more to turn in. This money must 
be used for the enlargement of the endow- 
ment funds of our colleges. Four years 
from the time the first $60,000 is invested 
in our Home Mission work, money begins 
automatically to flow into the endowment 
funds of our schools and colleges to the 
amount of $12,000 a month. In five years 
it rises to $18,000 a month, for the first six 
months of the year, and dropping back to 
$12,000 per month for the latter half of the 
year. These various sums would be supple- 
mented by whatever had come in in larger 
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sums, for it is all to go into educationa] 
channels eventually, after having been 
loaned once to newly organized churches, 

$2,000,000 flowing through our Home 
Mission treasury into our colleges would 
thus leave a rich deposit of newly organ. 
ized churches continuously to strengthen al] 
of our work, and yet every dollar of the 
entire $2,000,000 would come into our edv- 
cational work in the way of deferred pay- 
ments. Our churches being organized and 
benefiting by this plan would thus save at 
least $1,850,000 in interest charges. 

Is it worth while? 

Brooklyn, New York. 


Progress by Elimination 


HEN a man goes to the timber to chop, 
. he grinds away a good deal of his ax 
that the remaining part, reduced to an 
edge, will go farther than the entire amount 
of metal would have done. Sacrifice is the 
key to advancement. One must not give up 
everything, but he must give up almost 
everything, so that he may amount to some- 
thing in some one thing. 

The same is true in regard to a preacher. 
His progress is along the elimination road. 
One thing he must eliminate is sinful in- 
dulgence. The immoral things and the 
vicious must be put aside. He must 
eliminate various forms of expert knowl- 
edge. Sure, it is a nice thing for a preach- 
er to be highly educated. It is a fine thing 
for him to be able to talk to the physician 
as a brother physician would do; to con- 
verse with the lawyer in the same way that 
a fellow-attorney would converse; to go into 
the bank and talk to the cashier with knowl- 
edge of the whole financial system of the 
country; to go down to the river and teach 
an expert fisherman something he never 
heard in the art of landing fish; to go into 
the studio and give the artist some pointers 
as to paint and brush; to go out on the 
farm and analyze the soil, and talk about 
hogs and cattle and sheep and horses as 
though he had had a thousand years’ ex- 
perience in such work. 

All this sounds well. We heard a 
Methodist preacher say that henceforth 
every Methodist minister in a rural com- 
munity is to be an expert farmer. That 
sounds nice, but it is nonsense. The ex- 
ceptional rural preacher can be an expert 
farmer, but the average rural preacher will 
not be an expert farmer and preacher too. 
He can not be an expert man and do forty 
different things. He must cut out thirty- 
nine in order to be an expert in the other 
one. 

Also a preacher must eliminate all the 
possibilities of becoming a_ millionaire. 
While he can expect a reasonably good 
salary, he can not hope to become what the 
world calls a rich man—and make the 
money out of the ministry. If he turns 
aside to speculate in other things, that in- 
jures his business for life, and he can not 
be as efficient in the ministry as he should. 
—Exchange. 
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His New Teeth 


When Donald’s teeth begin to grow 
Each tooth will know just where to go, 
And they will show up one by one 
Until the growing all is done. 









Their roots will be set deep and tight 
To make them strong to chew and bite, 
For they will have their work to do 

On week-days, and on Sundays, too. 


Good teeth are glad to grind the meat 
And wholesome bread for boys to eat— 
They do not like much pie and cake, 

And candy sometimes makes them ache. 















They want to be kept neat and white 
So they will be a pleasant sight— 
And Donald, we are sure, will mean 
To keep his new teeth nice and clean. 
—Selected. 


Trading off His Second Best 
\ OTHER,” Harold came dashing in, “Roy 
~~ and Jim are going out to the farm this 
afternoon! May I go with them?” 

‘If nothing happens,” his mother said, 
‘hut you must get your work done first.” 

“There’s nothing to do but sweep the 
yard, and it doesn’t need sweeping so very 
much. Can’t I wait till tomorrow?” 

“You told your grandpa you were going 
tobe a good business man. A good business 
man does not put off things.” 

“O pshaw!” he grumbled. 
to work all the time.” 

He went to work on the yard, but he did 
nt do his best. He left corners unswept. 
He raked the leaves and papers into a pile 
and did not burn them. He thought his 
mother would not notice. She did notice, 
but thought best to wait till later to talk to 
tim about it. Just as he was ready to sit 
down to dinner Roy came to say that they 
were not going out to the farm till tomor- 
vw, but Harold could go with them. 

This gave Harold a chance to do a better 
job on the yard, but his mother did not say 
aword about it. He did not feel just right, 
but he hated sweeping. He let it go as it 
Was, 

The next morning he found that the wind 
tad been blowing in the night. Those 
kaves and papers were all scattered again. 
He looked at them and felt ashamed. And 
there came the boys to get him to go to the 
frm with them. 

“Harold has his work to do,” said his 
mother, 

“But mother, I swept yesterday.” 

“Did you do your best?” asked his mother. 
Harold hung his head. “Not—not—quite 
ny best,” he said. “I—guess it was my sec- 
ind best.” 

“Please let him go,” begged Roy, “and I’ll 
ielp him with it this afternoon.” 

“But—but I was going on a trip with 
standpa this afternoon, and—” 

‘T'll let you have your choice which trip 
you will miss,” his mother told him, “but 
» will have to miss one for not doing your 

t.”” 

“Mrs. Waldron,” said Roy, “if you’ll let 
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The Children 


him go this time, he will sign a written 
promise to do his best after this. Won’t 
you, Hal?” 

Harold thought a minute. 
swered. 

“All right,” his mother agreed. “I’ll have 
it all written up when you get back. Each 
of you other boys can sign as _ witness.” 
“Sure!” they cried. 

So Harold ran off with Roy and Jim. He 
was sure he was going to have a good time, 
but he kept thinking of that second best 
work and hoping grandpa would not hap- 
pen around and see that yard. 

When he came back his mother had the 
promise all ready for him to sign. He 
looked at it and read: “I promise never to 
do any kind of work but my very best.” 

“Whew!” he whistled. “Can I keep it?” 

“You know what you'll be if you don’t 
keep it,” grinned Roy. 

“IT know what I’ll be if I don’t sign it,” 
said Harold as he dipped his pen into the 
ink. 

He signed his name, and then Jim placed 
his below as a witness, and Roy added his. 

“Mother’s got me tied for life,” Harold 
said. 

“That was a good trade,” laughed Roy 
as he and Jim started for home. 

Harold was glad when he found that 
grandpa would not be starting until two 
o’clock. He went to work and made that 
yard shine. 

“My,” said grandpa when he came, 
“you’re making things look nice around 
here!” 

“I’m going to keep ’em that way, grand- 
pa. I’ve traded off my second best.” 
“What did you 


“Yes,” he an- 


“Good!” smiled grandpa. 
get for it?” 

“My best,” said Harold proudly.—F'lora 
Swetnam, in Nashville Christian Advocate. 


The Little Red House 


NCE upon a time there was a little boy 

who was tired of all his toys and tired 
of all his picture books and tired of all his 
play. “What shall I do?” he asked his dear 
mother. 


And his dear mother, who always knew 
beautiful things for little boys to do, said: 
“You shall go on a journey and find a little 
red house with no doors and with a beauti- 
ful star inside.” 


Then the little boy’s eyes grew big with 
wonder. “Which way shall I go,” he asked, 
“to find a little red house with no doors and 
a star inside?” 

“Down the lane and past the farmer’s 
house and over the hill,” said his dear 
mother. “Come back as soon as you can 
and tell me all about your journey.” 

So the little boy started out. He had not 
walked very far down the lane when he 
came to a very little girl dancing along in 
the sunshine. “Do you know where I shall 
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find a little red house with no doors and a 
star inside?” the little boy asked her. 

The little girl laughed. ‘Ask my father, 
the farmer,” she said. 

So the little boy went on until he came 
to the great brown barn, where the for- 
mer himself stood in the doorway looking 
out over the pastures and grain fields. 

“Do you know where I shall find a little 
red house with no doors and a star inside?” 
asked the little boy. 

The farmer laughed, too. “I’ve lived a 
great many years, and I never saw one,” he 
chuckled. “But ask the granny who lives 
at the foot of the hill. She knows how to 
make arrow-root taffy, popcorn balls and 
red mittens. Perhaps she can direct you 
to it.” 

So the little boy went on farther still un- 
til he came to the granny sitting in her 
pretty garden of herbs and marigolds. 
“Please, dear granny,” asked the little boy, 
“where shall I find a little red house with 
no doors and a star inside?” 

The granny was knitting a red mitten, 
but when she heard the little boy’s question 
she laughed cheerily, “I should like to find 
that little house myself,” she chuckled. “It 
would be warm when the frosty nights 
come, and the starlight would be prettier 
than a candle. But ask the wind, who blows 
about so much and listens at all the 
chimneys. Perhaps the wind can direct you 
to the little house.” 

So the little boy took off his cap politely 
to granny and went up the hill. The wind 
was coming down the hill as the little boy 
climbed up. As they met, the wind turned 
about and went singing along beside him. 
It whistled in his ear. 

“O wind,” asked the little boy, after they 
had gone along together quite a way, “can 
you help me to find a little red house with 
no doors and a star inside?” 

The wind cannot speak in our words, but 
it went singing on ahead of the little boy 
until it came to an orchard. There it 
climbed up in an apple tree and shook the 
branches. When the little boy caught up, 
there, at his feet, lay a rosy apple. The 
little boy picked up the apple. It was as 
much as his two hands could hold. It was 
as red as the sun had been able to plant 
it, and the thick brown stem stood up as 
straight as a chimney. It was a little red 
house in which the apple blossom lately had 
gone to sleep. It had no windows. 

“I wonder,” thought the little boy. He 
took his jackknife from his pocket and cut 
the apple straight through the center. Oh, 
how wonderful! There, inside the apple, 
lay a star holding brown seeds. 

So the little boy called “Thank you” to 
the wind, and the wind whistled back 
“You’re welcome.” Then the little boy ran 
home to his mother and gave her the apple. 

“Tt is too wonderful to eat without look- 
ing at the star, isn’t it?” he said. 

“Yes, indeed,” answered his dear mother. 
—By Carolyn Sherwin Bailey, in Mother's 
Magazine. 
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Some New Books 


(Any book can be furnished by The Christian Publishing Association 
at publisher’s price). 


Secrets of Effective Living. By James 
Gordon Gilkey. Macmillan. $1.75. 


Some months ago we reviewed “A Faith 
for the New Generation” by Dr. Gilkey, 
pronouncing it one of the most outstanding 
and stimulating books of the year. That 
this is the manner in which Dr. Gilkey 
handles his themes is again evidenced by 
this new book on.“Secrets of Effective Liv- 
ing”. In the same masterly way in which 
his former volume was written, he takes 
the religious convictions there advanced 
and applies them to the actual problems of 
daily living. In it he is trying to discover 
for the men and women of our generation 
some answer, at least some working 
philosophy, for the perplexing inner ques- 
tions and the trying outward difficulties 
which they must meet in their everyday 
life. He talks about worry and how to 
overcome it, about how to make the most 
out of ordinary abilities, how to adjust one’s 
self to the unwelcome limitations to which 
so many lives are subjected, how to gain 
self-mastery and the managing of the little 
annoyances which spoil so many lives, and 
so on through the common experiences of 
every life. It is written not for ministers 
only, but for laymen also, and for the young 
even more than for the old. The whole dis- 
cussion is on a high plane, and yet so re- 
plete with illustrations drawn from _in- 
stances which have come under the author’s 
own observation as a minister in a large 
city pastorate, and otherwise, that the book 
is delightfully interesting and readable for 
such a treatise; and it is flecked) here and 
there with the very choicest of poetical 
quotation. The object of the book is not so 
much to settle baffling questions as it is to 
give a philosophy that will prove most 
workable and helpful in the matter of 
building a life—and particularly a life in 
the ordinary circumstances. As such, it is 
an exceptionally fine treatise. 


The Shadow of the Rock and Other Ser- 
mons. By Orrin Philip Gifford. Revell. 
$1.25. 


In this volume we have eleven sermons 
which come to us from the ripened and well 
seasoned mind and heart of one of the very 
helpful preachers of the past generation— 
the pastor emeritus of the Baptist Church 
at Brookline, Massachusetts. But while 
these sermons have the wisdom of age, they 
also have the vigor of youth, and an abun- 
dance of illustrations which make them more 
readable to the layman than the average 
book of sermons coming from the press 
nowadays. 


Dr. Poling’s Radio Talks. 
Poling. Doran. $2.00. 


Dr. Poling needs no introduction. His ac- 
tivities are so varied as to give him a most 
exceptional acquaintance with the Christian 
public in America today. He is the pas- 
tor of one of the yvreat churches of New 
York City. He is the president of the So- 
ciety of Christian Endeavor, and is bearing 
with fine grace the mantle of Father En- 
deavor Clark which fell upon his shoulders. 
He is the president of the Greater New 
York Federation of Churches and active in 
a hundred ways in the life of that great 
city. And just recently he became the edi- 
tor of one of the great interdenominational 
religious periodicals, The Christian Herald. 
And he lectures, preaches, gives addresses, 
and talks regularly over the radio, following 


By Daniel A. 


his talks with questions and answers. And 
Dr. Poling keeps all of these varied ac- 
tivities of his on a high plane and quickens 
them with his attractive and vibrant per- 
sonality. So he has gained for himself a 
great following, especially among young 
people. In this volume are given thirty- 
three of his radio talks together with the 
questions and answers on a very wide 
variety of subjects. The book is up to his 
usual high standard and will prove especial- 
ly interesting and helpful to many readers. 
Part of it will have a special appeal to 
young men and young women, and among 
the questions they will find many from their 
own hearts, the answers to which will come 
with peculiar personal application and 
timeliness. 


John of Oregon. By Daniel A. Poling. 
Doran, $2.00. 


Another book by Dr. Poling is this volume 
of fiction—a highly fascinating story of the 
Northwest. It has sufficient action and ro- 
mance to make the story highly interesting 
and carries through it the high idealism 
which one would naturally expect from its 
author. 

Men Who Made and Marred History. By 
Elmer E. Helms. Revell. $1.25. 


The title of the book is somewhat mis- 
leading, as there instantly flashes through 
the mind many of the great names of his- 
tory. But the book is limited to familiar 
Bible characters, all but Christ being of the 
Old Testament. These thirteen brief studies 
in personalities are wholesome and will help 
many a reader to a more vivid picture of 
these familiar characters as well as a help- 
ful insight into human nature and the prin- 
ciples of human living. It is a splendid 
book to add to the collection of biographies 
in your son’s library. 

Familiar Failures. By Clovis G. Chappell. 
Doran. $1.60. 


Another book which will be a good one 
to read with your son for some of his more 
serious reading is this one by Dr. Chappell 
on some of the failures that are spoken of 
in the Bible. The author has already made 
a secure place for himself in the study of 
Bible characters, having a real gift at 
analysis and the reading of human nature. 
He has already written several studies on 
Biblical characters which have been well 
pleasing and had a wide reading. The 
present volume is even more interesting, 
dealing with less familiar subjects. There 
are sixteen of them and the collection makes 
an unique and helpful book, one that will 
prove as interesting to the layman as it 
will be highly suggestive to the sermon 
maker. 


The Catholic Anthology. By Thomas Walsh. 
Maemillan. $2.50. 


Every lover of poetry will find here a 
great treasure-trove, and one in which he 
will be surprised to find some of his old 
favorites which he had not thought of as 
having been written by Catholic writers. 
But by far the larger part of these poems, 
five hundred pages of them, will be new to 
him. Following the traditional Catholic 
claim, the book goes back to Jesus himself, 
quoting some of his poetical passages, and 
then comes on down through the ages, 
claiming all Christian writers up to the 
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time of the Protestant Reformation, and 
even ventures to insert a collection of 
“Catholic Poems by Non-Catholics” jn 
which are many that have no justifiable 
reason for such classification. For instance, 
it would be hard to explain why Sydney 
Lanier’s beautiful poem, “Into the Woods 
My Master Went’, should be called a 
“Catholic” poem. But taken all in all, the 
anthology is a most satisfactory one and 
the first effort which has ever been made in 
any language to gather examples of Catho- 
lic poetry out of every age and every land 
into one collection. The work will take its 
place by the side of those other standard 
anthologies which have made such a rich 
contribution to our knowledge of poetry and 
other literature. 


















The Making of Luke-Acts. By Henry J. 
Cadbury. Macmillan. $3.00. 


This volume will be of interest and worth 
only to those who care to go into the critical 
study of the sources of Luke’s writings. It 
is a heavy book, not in treatment but in sub- 
ject matter, as it has to do with the critical 
discussion of how the Gospels were probab- 
ly written, and the way in which Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke came to write as they did— 
how much they depended upon each other 
and how much they depended upon other 
sources for the material which they wove 
into their accounts. The book is scholarly 
and carefully done, and follows the general 
lines usually pursued in such studies. To 
an editor who is accustomed to handling 
many manuscripts from many individuals, 
there always comes amazement in reading 
such a book to find what weighty con- 
clusions the critics frequently attach to 
some little peculiarity or other which we 
all know would indicate nothing whatever 
of authorship if applied to the writers of 
today. It makes one wonder just how much 
worth is attached to such studies. But to 
those interested in this sort of critical re- 
search, the book will prove a very readable 
and illuminating one. 






































The Measure of Margaret. By Isabel Brown 
Rose. Revell. $1.75. 


A tale of India with a missionary setting. 
It has recently been run as a serial in The 
Christian Herald and so already has had a 
wide circle of readers, but we are sure that 
it will gain many more. It has romance, 
adventure, and humor, and throws a vast 
deal of side light upon the life and country 
with which we all need a more familiar ac- 
quaintance as one of the great missionary 
and destiny forming countries of the world. 
The book will well maintain the excellent 
reputation which Mrs. Rose has already 
made for herself in her works upon India. 


By Wal- 




























The Rainy-Day Book of Games. 
lace D. Vincent. Revell. $1.50. 


As its name indicates, this is a collection 
of indoor games—thirty-eight of them, for 
real boys. They are pronounced to be quite 
different from the usual collection of such 
games; and certainly the book ought to 
prove a sinecure to parents who have the 
task of providing amusement for children 
who are shut in by the weather or other 
reasons. 


Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide to the Interna- 
tional Sunday-school Lessons. By Martha 
Tarbell. Revell. $1.90. 


There are a few well known standard 
comments upon the International Sunday- 
school Lessons to which one looks forward 
every year. The first of these to reach us 
this fall for 1928 is “Tarbell’s Teachers 
Guide’—one of the writer’s favorites. It 
bears the significant phrase on the jacket, 
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“Ask the teacher who uses it”—in confident 
assurance that the teachers who do use it 
will widely acclaim its virtues. The author 
follows the usual form for this work, giv- 
ing explanations and comment, light from 
oriental life, and the historical and geo- 
graphical background, for each lesson; and 
then giving topical discussion and illustra- 
tions for the various class groups. We are 
sorry to see omitted the great fund of illus- 
trations which was formerly one of the 
strong characteristics of the “Tarbell’s 
Guide”. The book has some excellent photo- 
graphs of Bible places and a fine colored 
map of Palestine in the time of Christ. It 
is one of the best of all teachers’ helps for 
the regular Sunday-school lessons. 


The Inside of Bunyan’s Dream. By Arthur 


Porter. Revell. $1.75. 

One of the really great books of human 
history is Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress”— 
great not only in the inestimable influence 
which it has wielded, but great also in its 
own intrinsic concepts. It has been trans- 
lated into more languages than any other 
book except the Bible—one enthusiast even 
translating it into shorthand. Yet the book 
is such that it fails to have any great popu- 
lar appeal today. We doubt if it is widely 


read except as prescribed reading matter 
for students. To most readers of today it 
would appear dry and difficult of under- 
standing, and often far-fetched and un- 
scientific, so that the work needs just such 
a masterly interpretation as that here given 
by Dr. Porter in his “The Inside of Bun- 
yan’s Dream—the Pilgrim’s Progress for 
the Man of Today”. Chapter by chapter he 
leads one through this great allegory, point- 
ing out the fundamental concepts and prin- 
ciples of life upon which it is written. Thus 
interpreted, one is deeply impressed with 
how modern it is, and with the deep and 
understanding insight which Bunyan had of 
life and of the psychological and philosophi- 
cal concepts which we are accustomed to 
think are strictly of our own times. It isa 
great bock about a great book. It is a book 
destined to take its place beside Hillis’ 
“Great Books of Life’s Teachers” and a 
hundred others of the same kind. It is not 
simply a repetition of the story, but rather 
an interpretation of the story and of the 
life principles with which it deals. Dr. S. 
Parkes Cadman, in his introduction to the 
work, highly recommends it as a real con- 
tribution and wishes it the widest possible 
circulation. So do we. It will make a 
splendid gift book for the Christmas season. 


From the Field 


ILLINOIS 


Louisville, September 27—The first meeting 
of the Young People’s Congress was held 
with the church here at Louisville on Satur- 
day, September 24, and was a very success- 
ful meeting. There were seven different 
churches of the conference represented. An 
organization was completed and arrange- 
ments were made for the next meeting to be 
held at Sims. They not only set definite 
goals in the missionary cause, but also de- 
cided each one should win another for Christ. 
Much credit is due the Ladies’ Aid of. the 
church here for the splendid way in which 
they entertained the group present, there 
being all told about sixty present. — The 
general outlook is good on my new field of 
work, which is Louisville, Cottage Home, and 
Hord. It is just eight miles from Louis- 
ville out to Hord, and a hard road connects 
them, with Cottage Home between the two, 
also on the hard road. This is the first year 
for the newly formed circuit. Last year three 
different ministers had charge of the field 
of work, each one traveling almost one hun- 
dred miles a month to his work. This year 
we are located on the field living at Louis- 
vile and looking forward to a good year’s 
work. — At present we are assisting Brother 
Alva Potts in a revival meeting at the Bethel 
Church, which is about ten miles from here. 
Bethel Church has had no regular services 
for some time.—Walter Fasnacht, Pastor. 


Olney, September 24—The Central Illinois 
Conference which convened at Atwood proved 
to be a great blessing to the many who at- 
tended. President James Brooks presided in 
a fine way and kept the spirit of optimism 
Constantly before his people. Drs. Kemp 
and Kendall, of Urbana and Danville, Brother 
Roberts of Bismarck, and Brother Piersall of 
Pierson, pastors of these churches, were ad- 
mitted into the conference. Brother Baugh- 
man was also present. These are all virtual- 
ly new pastors in that conference and prove 
4 great inspiration to it. — The conference 
voted to adopt the budget system of the 
General Convention. Rev. Levi Carter, con- 
ference secretary, pastor at Arthur and Lake 
Fork, and also principal of Pierson schools, 
'S doing a good work there, efficiently caring 
for the records of the conference. Brothers 


Harper and Rowe were present and gave 
valuable help in the work. Dr. W. P. Minton 
and Rev. W. J. Young were there, filled with 
the best, and lavishly gave it to the confer- 
ence, our venerable Brother Rippy, the old- 
est minister of the conference present, filled 
the occasion with many helpful thoughts 
and much good influence. One couldn’t sit in 
that great meeting and mingie with the fine 
spirit of the people and hear the great ad- 
dresses without feeling better and de- 
termined to go and do more for the cause. 
The preachers’ quartet was a wonderful in- 
spiration. Mr. Leo Correll, of Trimble, Illi- 
nois, was a live wire as music director. — 
The Live Wire class of the Olney Church has 
recently expended four hundred dollars on 
the basement of the church. Pastor Brad- 
bury is getting things in line for a fine 
year’s work. — The Young People’s Congress 
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LONELY PLACES 


GLIMPSE them here and there. 
a hill, 
But half revealed, calm and serenely still, 
As I flash swiftly by, a lonely spot 
Is unaware how fortunate its lot 
Wood creatures only know its charm and 
mystery, 
No human eye will ever all its beauty see. 


High on 


When winter wraps the earth in shawls of 
white, 

The virgin forests call me through the night. 

Midsummer moons oft point a finger where 

A lifted wing alone stirs sultry air. 

I lie —— and, through the darkness, visions 
stea 

Of cliffs whose coolness human hands will 
never feel. 


The dawn intrigues me. Safe from alien view, 
The modest woodland flowers are filled with 


ew, 
The twilight hour which veils the flaming 


west, 
Enchants with thoughts of every hidden nest. 
And when rain falls | turn from near-by 
faces, 
My heart goes questing far to lonely places. 
—kKalfus Kuritz Gusling. 
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of the Illinois Conference is holding its in- 
itial meeting today at Louisville. Pastor 
Fasnacht is pushing the work with them. 
This is my closing Sunday with the Grand 
Prairie Church. — Ere these lines are read 
the Southern Wabash Conference will be in 
session.—Alvin O. Jacobs. 


INDIANA 


Merom, September 28—We held a commun- 
ity meeting for nearly two weeks in the 
home and yard of Brother Charley Richard- 
son, between Hord and Louisville. Had fine 
services and good attendance, and believe 
great good was done. We closed on a rising 
tide and would have held longer but had 
another engagement. The people showed me 
great courtesy and kindness and came to my 
rescue financially. Rev. Walter Fasnacht 
pastor at Hord, and Rev. Alva Potts assisted 
part of the time. We had fine singing which 
was greatly appreciated. We were given a 
warm invitation to come again. They are a 
good-hearted people and deserve attention. 
— On Sunday, September 18, I attended the 
reunion at Ashland Church, White 
County, Illinois. My mother was a Carter. 
The Carters (two brothers, Benjamin and 
Rane) came from Kentucky in 1913 and 
settled in Posey County, Indiana, near Cyn- 
thiana. They had much to do in the early 
history of the New Liberty Christian Church 
—the old mother church of the Southern In- 
diana Conference, and the place where Wil- 
liam Kincaid labored. The reunion was well 
attended and we had an interesting and en- 
joyable occasion. Next year the reunion will 
be held on the old homestead of Rane Carter 
where the Liberty Church was organized in 
1812. — On Saturday, September 24, the first 
rally of the Congress of Young People of the 
Illinois Conference was held with the Louis- 
ville Church. The occasion was quite a suc- 
cess. A fair representation of the young 
people of the conference was there and they 
enjoyed themselves in a fine way and or- 
ganized for business in the future. We are 
proud of this new feature in our Illinois 
Conference. The ladies of the Louisville 
Church served a fine dinner free of charge. 
The prospects for the Louisville Church are 
rather bright. We will help Brother Alva 
Potts in reopening the old Bethel Church.— 
A. H. Bennett. 


Carter 


IOWA 

Eldon, September 26—There was a fine 
article in The Herald of September 15 about 
the Union Iowa Conference, and I wish to 
let the readers of The Herald, know about 
the last evening of the conference, August 
28. — Rev. J. M. Kauffman preached a fine 
sermon, after which Dr. D. M. Helfenstein 
gave the invitation, and four young men an- 
swered the call and united with the church; 
also one mother acknowledged Christ as her 
Savior, but preferred to go to the church at 
Floris, where she lives. — The church is still 
rejoicing over the good they derived from 
the conference meeting with them.—Mrs. 
Fern Sloan. 

NEW YORK 

Jamaica, September 27—The Men's League 
of the Springfield Dock Christian Church set 
aside the serious thoughts of life for a social 
time, Saturday evening, September 24. Few 
in number, but with a zeal to do things, the 
president, Mr. Lizel, gave customary remarks 
of greeting. Pop Smith entertained with 
old-time songs which he can recall for al- 
most a hundred years back. His daughter, 
Mrs. Burnham, a little girl, assisted at the 
piano. Teddy, but not a bear, gave a reading 
on “The Regiment Chaplain.” Hogan and 
Wilson (sounds like Scotch and French), 
rendered ‘The Minister and the Dope Fiend.” 
The Queen of Mystery, none other than Eddie 
(known as Edna) entertained in a very 
unique way, assisted by our Scotch friend 
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John Hogan. “Knights of the 
closing feature, was a woodland scene at 
night, with camp fire burning and _ logs 
strewn around. Upon one, playing a har- 
monica, reclined our culinary artist, Freddie, 
known to all in this scene as Jerry. Up over 
the hills came his pal, Whistling Dick 
(known as the Domany). This scene finished 
with the conversion of Jerry and the sing- 
ing of the hymn, “The Prodigal Son.” — All 
enjoyed a simple repast, and declared a 
pleasant time. — The stretch of sand on 
Rockaway Boulevard between New York 
Avenue and Springfield Road, Springfield, 
New York, Saturday, September 24, became 
the site of pleasant rivalry between the 
young people’s societies of the Springfield 
Dock and Jamaica Creek Christian churches. 
Many were there to boost for their church. 
The customery features of jumping, running, 
and ball throwing took place, with pleasant 
jokes exchanged. The older folks, too, en- 
tered into the fun. After settling up the 
score, the lot fell to the credit of Jamaica 
Creek. They received as their reward, an 
eight-inch silver plate mounted on a sixteen- 
inch mahogany shield. This is to be retained 
for one year and again contested for. Should 
either church win it three years in suc- 
cession, it becomes their permanent property. 
The fellowship between these two churches 
is greatly encouraged, in order that a 
greater Christian work may be accomplished. 
—Chas. S. Worner, Pastor. 


Road,” the 


VIRGINIA 

Norfolk, September 26—The First Christian 
Church, Norfolk, Virginia, Rev. John G. 
Truitt pastor, has just finished eight days of 
stewardship instruction under the direction 
of Dr. Warren H. Denison, Stewardship Sec- 
retary and General Secretary of the General 
Convention. Now, that the opening and an- 
nunciatory sentence of this article is made, 
I wish to get down to actual facts as to 
what it is meaning to our church here that 
Dr. Denison was with us. In the first place, 
let it be said that summer is not over in 
Norfolk, and it was very difficult to get folk 
to attend the services in any large way. Also, 
this campaign was made just after a whole 
month of vacation by the _ pastor, during 
which time the forces of organization slack- 
ened themselves to almost a complete stand- 
still. It was made at this time, however, in 
spite of all handicaps, because our year be- 
gins the first of October, and we wished to 
begin it with our every-member canvass for 
the annual budget made and our folks feel- 
ing the necessity of falling promptly into 
line. — Dr. Denison came to us on the third 
Sunday afternoon in September and left the 
following Sunday afternoon. He preached 
for us each evening for a week, and gave 
special instruction to groups that remained 
for brief after services. During the days he 
supervised the listing and routing of seven- 
teen teams of canvassers that he, during 
the week and on the final Sunday, prepared 
to make the canvass on the afternoon of that 
day. The messages brought to us were the 
highest type of stewardship messages. Dr. 
Denison is a wonderful speaker in our many 
conferences and conventions, but one has 
failed to see him working at his best until 
he sees him talking to a congregation of 
local church folks, seeking to show them the 
reason, necessity, and joy of stewardship. 
I have read a number of books on steward- 
ship, and tried to teach two or three; but I 
have never felt the message of stewardship 
like I did when Dr. Denison was presenting 
it to my church, night after night. — In 
many other ways the meeting was full of 
suggestion for pastor and people, and the ex- 
pressions of commendation of the work done 
have been numerous. Many have decided to 
become tithers; others have made their sub- 
scriptions much larger; some who were 
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prejudiced against making a pledge are now 
doing so gladly; and every one who attended 
the meetings is impressed with duty regard- 
ing money as never before. It is just the 
type of campaign thoroughly to test the 
loyalty and spiritual sinew of a people. It is 
too soon to try to estimate the result of the 
campaign, but already it can be seen that a 
very different attitude on the part of many 
is going to be assumed toward contributing 
to the church. Suffice it now to say, that a 
small church, in an industrial section of the 
city, where many men are thrown out of 
jobs on account of the closing down of differ- 
ent large enterprises, went out on a hot, late 
summer afternogn, and signed up one hun- 
dred twenty-nine members for _ practically 
$4,000, and came back in with the determina- 
tion to see the last man, woman, and child 
in the church before they surrendered their 
lists on the coming Wednesday at a business 
session of the church. It is hard to get the 
people who did not attend these services to 
at home and wait for the canvassers, 
but the canvassers are themselves taught to 
be good stewards and they in turn will not 
let up until they have taught the others. 
Is that not just what Dr. Denison came to 
do? I think it is, and I feel that if many 
others of our church would prevail upon him 
them in this teaching process our 
church would “Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates; and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting 
doors”.—John G. Truitt, Pastor. 


stay 


to assist 


Northwestern Ohio Christian 
Conference 


HE ninetieth annual session of the North- 
Ohio Christian Conference con- 
3ethel Christian Church, Pauld- 
ing County, September 22-25, 1927. The 
Bethel Church is a rural church serving a 
fine farming community just six miles south 
of Defiance, Ohio, and through the co-opera- 
tion of the membership and the pastor, Rev. 
Carey Christy, a student in Defiance, they 
entertained the conference in a fine way. 
Weather conditions were ideal. 

The conference in its opening session very 
reluctantly accepted the resignation of its 
president, Rev. J. C. DeRemer, who was 
forced to resign on account of his health, 
and Rev. Peter Wasson, vice-president, who 
called the conference to order remained in 
the chair throughout the remainder of the 
conference, excepting the Saturday afternoon 
and Sunday in which the newly 
elected president, Rev. F. H. Peters, D. D., 
pastor of Defiance College Church, presided. 

Due to the deaths of Rev. W. H. Thompson 
and Rev. G. B. Garner, who were members of 
the Board of Trustees, and the resignation 
of Rev. F. H. Peters as secretary of the De- 
partment of Christian Education, other 
changes were necessary in the personnel of 
the organization and Rev. F. H. Peters and 
Rev. John A. Albright were elected to fill out 
the unexpired terms in the Board of Trustees, 
and Rev. Hiley Baker was elected secretary 
of the Department of Christian Education. 

Studies in Evangelism were conducted as 
a part of the program and the timely mes- 
sages brought by the speakers—Rev. B. A. 
KXaufman, who spoke on “The Preparation of 
the Evangelist”; Rev. Hiley Baker, on “Or- 
ganizing for Evangelism’; Rev. John A. 
Stover, on “Personal Evangelism”; Rev. 
Rufus Emmert, on “Sunday-school Evangel- 
ism”; and Rev. F. H. Peters, on “Maintain- 
ing the Atmosphere of Evangelism’’—were 
profitable to all. 

Miss Bessie - Kniffen, field worker for 
Franklinton Christian College, was present 
as a visitor and brought an interesting mes- 
sage to the conference. Miss! Kniffen spoke 
at the Friday evening session which was in 
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The Three Wise Men 


SAW THE STAR IN THE EAST, 
AND BROUGHT GIFTS 


So you at Christmas Time Will Want 
to Send Gifts to Your Friends 


Nothing will bear your greetings so 
well as Christmas Cards, and at the 
same time you can make a little mon- 
ey for your Church or Class or So- 
ciety by selling these cards to your 
friends. 


Large box of ten beautiful, hand- 
engraved Christmas Cards, assorted 
colors, light blue, green, tan, white, 
envelopes to match—Price, 60c. Sell 
at 10c a card. 


Smaller box, 10 in box, assorted 
colors, same as above, envelopes to 
match—Price, 35c. Sell at 5c a card. 


Selling large box, make 40c—small 
box, make 15c. 





Order any number of boxes. Send 
in order now, so you will make the 
first sales. Patronize your own Pub- 
lishing House. 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 


219 South Ludlow Street 
Dayton, Ohio 








charge of the woman's mission board, 
Dr. W. P. Minton also was present as the 
speaker for the woman's board and brought 
us an interesting message dealing with the 
various phases of departmental activities, 
concluding with the work of his own depart: 
ment. 

The Secretary of the conference spoke 
the subject, “Financing the Christian Church 
Enterprises,” dealing with the new system 
of finances adopted by the last Genera! Con- 
vention and, following considerable discussion 
on the part of members of the conference, it 
was voted to reconsider the action of the 
official board relative to our acceptance of 
the full amount of the apportionment. 4% 
a result of the discussion, it was voted by 
the conference to accept the full apportion 
ment of $7,260 apportioned to the conference 
by the General Committee on Finance and to 
work to it as a goal. 

Another forward step taken by the com 
ference was its action authorizing its depart 
ment of publications to prepare and have 








printed quarterly report blanks for all de- 
partments of local church activities and to 
supply them to the local church at the cost 
of printing. It was done with a view to fur- 
nishing the local church with a better method 
of preserving its own records and for getting 
more accurate reports from the churches to 
the annual conference, 

On Saturday afternoon Rev. Walter 
Klingler, pastor of the Buckland Church, and 
for several years a licentiate member of the 
conference, was ordained. Prof. Gilbert, of 
Defiance College, and a personal friend of 
Brother Klingler, preached the _ ordination 
sermon. Brother Wasson gave the charge to 
the candidate, Rev. J. C. DeRemer gave the 
charge to the conference, and Rev. John A, 
Albright gave the prayer of ordination. 

Brother Hance, a lifelong friend and co- 
worker with Revs. G. B. Garner and W. H. 
Thompson, held the memorial service for 
these two faithful ministers of Christ. In- 
cluded in this service was the name of Mrs. 















































Anna Wilges, deaconness of the Buckland 
nt Church. 
The conference had another disappointment 
due to the fact that Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., 
was compelled to cancel his engagements for 
sO Saturday afternoon and Sunday on account 
he of his health. Dr. A. G. Caris supplied on 
n- Saturday afternoon and brought a fine mes- 
: sage to the conference. Brother John A. 
- Stover preached the conference sermon on 
‘ur Sunday. In the Sunday morning worship 
service, President F. H. Peters called the 
retiring president, Rev. J. C. DeRemer, to the 
id- platform and on behalf of the conference 
ed gave him a check as a token of appreciation 
te, for the service he had rendered the con- 
ell ference. 
The Young People’s Congress, under the di- 
rection of Miss Zalia Harbaugh, gave a rous- 
d ing program on Saturday evening and we are 
te still convinced that our young people are 
to alive to the interests of the Kingdom of our 
rd. Christ. 
The Sunday afternoon session was held at 
Weston Hall, Defiance College, which is lo- 








cated just six miles from the Bethel Church. 
It afforded a fine opportunity for the con- 
ference delegates to see our college and get 
acquainted. The Defiance Church provided 
the program for the afternoon and the con- 
ference was delighted with the fine message 
brought by Dean G. C. Enders dealing with 
his experiences at the Lausanne Conference 
on Faith and Order. 

Rev. McD. Howsare and Rev. A. W. Sparks, 
our genial Secretaries of Evangelism and 
Life Service and Home Missions, just dropped 
into say hello as they were passing by on 
their way home from their visit to the 
Michigan Conference. Ideal weather, fine en- 
tertainment, a good program, and a spirit of 
800d fellowship all combined to make it a 
conference that will be remembered. 
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Northern Kansas and Nebraska 
' Conference 


_ eighth session of the Northern Kan- 

Sas and Nebraska Christian Conference 
met with the First Christian Church, Lincoln, 
Kansas, and was called to order by Vice- 
President Rolon Jones Wednesday evening, 
August 24, at eight o’clock. 

Rev. C. G. Nelson, of Red Cloud, Nebraska, 
fave the opening address, using as his sub- 
lect, “Gideon’s Three Hundred”, showing 
tlearly what might be accomplished if each 
one did his part. 

We had the pleasure and profit of having 
with us Rev. W. P. Minton, our Foreign Mis- 
onary Secretary, of Dayton, Ohio, whose 
advice and help in our deliberations were 
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most beneficial, and whose lectures were out- 
standing in quality and inspiration. 


Ministers attending outside of our own 
conference included Rev. Mr. Pangburn 
(Methodist), from Gresham, Nebraska, and 
Rev. R. L. Hendrickson, Towanda, Kansas, 


whom we are always glad to welcome back 
home. Sach of these brethren brought us 
inspiring messages. 

A shadow was cast over the last part of 
our session and hearts were made sad at the 


news of the sudden passing of the father 
of our faithful treasurer, Mrs. Eva Davis, 
and which again reminds us that “In the 


midst of life we are in death”. 
The next session is to be held at the Olive 
Hill Christian Church. 
Cc. E. Booz, Secretary. 
McPherson, Kansas, 


Central [Illinois Conference 


fPHE seventy-fifth annual session of the 

Central Illinois Christian Conference, held 
in the First Christian Church at Atwood, 
Illinois, September 15 to 18, was one of the 
best for a number of years. The attendance 
was much better and stayed through more 
completely than has been true for a number 
of years. 

One of the attributing causes for a better 
conference was the work done by our con- 
ference song director, Mr. Leo Correll, of 
Trimble, Illinois. The special music also 
added greatly to the spirit of the sessions. 
The Bethel choir rendered some good music, 
and the numbers given by the _ preachers’ 
quartet—Kendall, Minton, Young, and Kemp 
—were greatly appreciated. 

The woman's board had a splendid pro- 
gram the first afternoon and evening. The 
worship program of the afternoon was very 
uplifting, and the message at this time, as 
well as the others by Dr. Minton, were all 
instructive and inspiring. The play presented 
by the young people from Milmine was es- 
pecially good; large thanks to Miss Edna 
Hawver for the evening’s program. 

The Scriptural Stewardship Studies by Dr. 
Kendall covered life, money, personality, and 
ownership in a very fine and helpful way. 

The message on Evangelism, by Rev. John 
Baughman, who is to labor in the bounds of 
the conference, at Tuscola, was good. Miss 
Bessie Kniffen gave us some needed informa- 
tion regarding the Franklinton Dormitory. 

The Saturday afternoon and evening pro- 
gram covering the Sunday-school and young 
people’s work was very helpful. Miss Pearl 
Weaver, State worker for Illinois Council of 
Religious Education, conducted a model wor- 
ship program for Sunday-school, and gave us 
two messages. The echoes from the Summer 
School at Merom by Miss Mildred Rise of 
Tuscola, and of Defiance by Miss Kniffen, 
created a desire for attendance next year. 
The message of the evening, “God’s Call to 
Youth”, by Dr. Minton, was surely a very 
fitting climax for the day. 

The services on Sunday were indeed fine, 
After our Sunday-school, Dr. Kemp brought 
us a splendid conference sermon. The mes- 
sage of the afternoon by Rev. J. H. Harper 
was followed by communion service directed 
by Rev. G. W. Rippey, one of the older min- 
isters of the conference. 

Last, but not of the least importance, we 
wish to speak a word of appreciation for the 
president’s address. 

We welcome to our midst, Rev. Paul L. 
Piersall, coming from the Southern Wabash 
Conference; Rev. W. W. Roberts, from the 
Western Indiana Conference; and Drs. A. B. 
Kendall and A. E. Kemp, from the Miami 
Ohio Conference. With this new life we are 
looking forward to a good year. 

Levi J. Carter, Secretary. 

Arthur, Illinois. 
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Northern Illinois Conference 


HE Northern Illinois Christian Conference 

held its eighty-eighth annual session with 
the North Grove Christian Church September 
9, 1927. Conference was called to order by 
Rev. R. W. Pittman, president, at eleven a. 
m. Friday, a short song service was held, 
after which the ninety-fifth psalm was read, 
followed by prayer by Rev. C. T. Patten. Rev. 
A. W. Sparks, Home Mission Secretary, and 
Rev. W. J. Young, representing The Chris- 
tian Publishing Association, were present 
from start to finish of this conference ses- 
sion. Their work and suggestions during 
conference, as well as their helpful messages, 
were greatly appreciated. 

The annual address was given by Brother 
W. S. Sanford, his subject being, “Shall 
Northern Illinois Conference Close?” Rev. 
G. A. Brown, on account of poor health, was 
not able to attend this conference session. 
This was much regretted by the conference. 

Reports of ministers, churches, Sunday- 
schools, and Ladies’ Aid societies were re- 
ceived and adopted; also reports of treasurer 
and secretary and Leaf River missionary so- 
ciety. Brother John Drummond was elected 
to succeed himself as trustee, and Brother 
Ralph Sanford as president of Young People’s 
Congress. 

Brother Sparks gave an explanation of the 
work of the General Convention. A letter was 
read by the Secretary from the General Con- 
vention suggesting steps in putting the fi- 
nancial program into effect. This was fol- 
lowed by a discussion of the budget plan. A 
motion was made and carried that the con- 
ference accept the budget plan as suggested 
by the General Convention. 

The subject of Christian Education was 
presented by Sister Jennie Mishler. All 
topics were ably discussed. On Friday eve- 
ning, conference was favored with an evan- 
gelistic sermon preached by Rev. Mr. Banta 
of Palo, Illinois. Rev. and Mrs. Banta also 
sang soul-stirring selections. This service 
was very highly appreciated by the con- 
ference. 

An offering of eleven dollars was taken 
Saturday evening for the General Convention. 
An impressive communion service was held 
after the Sunday morning sermon. Sunday 
afternoon a fine program was given by the 
Young People’s Congress, the theme being, 
“Making Religion Real’. Brother Harold 
Wright, of Cuba, Illinois, favored us with 
violin solos Sunday at both morning and eve- 
ning services. 

The Ladies’ Aid society served two fine 
meals, cafeteria style, on the church lawn, 
Sunday at noon and in the evening. A stand- 
ing vote of thanks was given the people of 
North Grove for the hospitable manner in 
which they entertained the conference. 

The next session of this conference will be 
held with the Washington Grove Christian 
Church in September, 1928. This conference 
session was a spiritual uplift to all present. 
A helpful message was brought by Rev. W. 
J. Young Sunday evening. 

Mrs. N. Iler, Secretary. 

Mt. Morris, Illinois. 
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About Folks and Things 


(Continued from page two) 


isters who participate in it regularly. We 
hope that the pastors of many other con- 
ferences will form similar clubs and will be 
pleased to know of any and of the work 
which they do. Such fellowship is as much 
needed among our pastors as is the in- 
centive to study and the “wit sharpening 
wit”. 

The Young People’s Congress “Bulletin” 
which is issued “From Time to Time” by 
the Department of Christian Education, in- 
forms us that there are twenty-nine Young 
People’s Congress organizations now in ex- 
istence—and most of them live ones. We 
want to reiterate that this young people’s 
work is one of the most encouraging as- 
pects of all of our denominational activities. 
When the young people get busy, they can 
be counted upon to do things wtih real en- 
thusiasm, and already we are beginning to 
feel the effect of these twenty-nine young 
people’s organizations and the spirit which 
they are putting into their local conferences. 
It gives a man a new feeling about the 
youth of the world when he comes into 
touch with such Christian young people, and 
every possible encouragement should be 
given them in the various conferences. 


The editor is not a little interested in a 
report which reaches his ears that a certain 
subscriber feels that The Christian Publish- 
ing Association did not treat its subscribers 
fairly because it cut down the size of The 
Herald when the editor was on his vacation 
during August. As this is the first time 
the editor has had a vacation in his eight 
years of work here in this office, we rather 
imagine that there is only one such sub- 
scriber. But even for him we would like to 
say that the size of The Herald during Au- 
gust was not cut four pages because the edi- 
tor was absent, but in order to try to save 
a little money for our hard-pressed Publish- 
ing House. And inasmuch as the paper 
for which he rays only two dollars a year 
is actually costing the Publishing House 
about five dollars a year, the House feels 
that the question of “fairness” is a rather 
odd one for aiy subscriber to raise. 


Two of our Christian churches partici- 
pated in a township union meeting two 
weeks ago, joining with two Lutheran and 
one United Brethren—Murlin Heights, 
Dayton, Rev. Ross McNeal pastor; and 
Lower Stillwater, Rev. Heber O’Hara pas- 
tor. This was the first monthly union wor- 
ship service, a plan which it is expected 
will be followed on the last Sunday evening 
of each month. The different pastors will 
take turns in giving the sermon. These 
same five churches are supporting two 
teachers of religious education in the week- 
day school. Such co-operation among neigh- 
boring churches is indeed enheartening and 
makes one feel that the Kingdom of Heaven 
is a bit nearer at hand and more sure in its 
coming. There is no greater tragedy to 
the Kingdom than the spirit of “offishness” 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


which so frequently exists between neigh- 
boring churches and pastors in communities. 

Secretary Denison reports that some 
twenty conferences have already adopted 
the new financial plan as adopted by the 
Urbana Convention and are making their 
allotments to the churches of the share they 
should raise to meet this part of the de- 
nominational needs. The latest to report 
favorably are the Michigan, Northwestern 
@hio, and the New York Central confer- 
ences. The budget plan is meeting with this 
favor among the conferences because it has 
been found by every denomination which 
has tried it to be perhaps the very best 
plan to take care of the financial support 
of denominational activities, just as the 
budget plan has been found to work better 
than any other to take care of the expenses 
of the local church. But let us reiterate 
that pastors and churches should bear in 
mind the fact that this budget plan will not 
take care of the situation this year, and 
that the regular offerings for benevclences 
must be kept up by the churches until 
they have the new budget plan actually at 
work. 

We call attention here in these columns 
to the Week of Prayer for Young Men, 
November 13-19, in the hope of engaging 
the larger interest of our readers in this 
very important feature of the Christian 
year. This Week of Prayer is promoted by 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, and 
the call to it is signed by Dr. John R. Mott. 
The special topic for the week is “We 
Would See Jesus”, which is particularly 
timely inasmuch as this week marks the 
beginning of the united observance by the 
Associations of America of the nineteenth 
Centenary of the public ministry of our 
Lord. A_ splendid booklet covering this 
prayer week has been prepared and may 
be secured from the Association Press, 347 
Madison Avenue, New York City, at sixty 
cents per dozen. Surely every Christian 
father and mother of a son ought to be 
peculiarly interested in this Week of 
Prayer; and whether their church or com- 
munity observes it or not, they themselves 
should join in daily and heartfelt observ- 
ance. The occasion furnishes a great op- 
portunity for pastors to enlist the deeper 
concern and prayer life of their church for 
the young manhood of their community and 
of the world, and we hope that many of our 
pastors will do this very thing. 


Love Begets Love 


WE love because he first loved us, says 
1 John 4:15-19. A little girl was play- 
ing with her doll while her mother was 
writing near by. The child got tired of 
playing with the doll and looked longingly 
at her mother, but did not disturb her. 
After a while the mother called the girl to 
her and took her on her lap. 

“T got tired of loving Dolly,” 
little girl. 

“Why, dear?” asked the mother. 


said the 
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“Because she doesn’t love back.” 

“Is that why you love me?” the mother 
asked. 

“That’s one why,” said the little girl, 
“but that isn’t the best why.” 

“What is the best why?” 

“Can’t you guess, mamma? It’s because 
you loved me when I was too little to love 
back.” 

The child told just the best reason for 
our loving God. We love him because he 
first loved us. When we were yet sinners, 
and did not love him at all, he loved us 
enough to die for us. Whoever realizes the 
meaning of Christ’s life and death finds his 
heart flooded with a very passion of love 
for God. 

It is not easy often for us to love those 
that do not love us. Mother love can do it, 
but hardly any love that is less than the 
love of the mother of her helpless babe. 
But God’s love is far greater than even a 
mother’s, for he loved those who were set in 
determined hostility to him, he sacrificed 
his own beloved Son for his enemies, and he 
still loves, and he still sacrifices. And so 
the world still loves—Amos R. Wells, in 
The Christian Herald. 
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MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


Levi J. Carter, Arthur, Illinois. 

E. G. Walk, Sulphur Springs, Indiana. 

H. Vernon Winter, R. R. 6, Frankfort, Indiana. 

J. W. Fix, Franklin, Virginia. 

A. E. Kemp, 404 W. Main St., Urbana, Illinois. 

Frank Thomas, R. R. 8, Sidney, Ohio. : 

Guernsey Stephens, 517 N. Dill St., Muncie, Indiana. 

Joseph B. Fisher, R. R., Albion, Indiana, 

Norval C. Kern, Wolfeboro, N. H. 

L. D. Hammond, Berkey, Ohio. 1 

J. B. Speaker, 414 N. Mathison St., Dayton, Ohio. 

J. D. Scarborough, R. R. 8, Portland, Indiana. 

Alfred W. Hurst, Albany, Missouri. 

J. D. Hampton, 208 Maple Ave., Argos, Indiana. 

George B. Smith, 834 Jefferson Ave., Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

Basil Harris, Wakarusa, Indiana. 

R. W. Page, Pullman, Michigan. ‘J 

J. H. Lightbourne, 421 S. Plum St., Troy, Ohio. 

P. V. Harris, West Mansfield, Mass. 

F. E. Rockwell, Warren, Indiana. 

J. H. Dollar, 1015 Graymont Ave., 
Alabama. 

B. S. Barton, Osborne, Kansas. 

John Baughman, Tuscola, Illinois, 

W. W. Roberts, Bismarck, Illinois. 

Walter Fasnacht, Louisville, Illinois. ‘ 

W. E. Ewing, 28 Columbus St., Mt. Sterling, Ohio. 

J. C. Barrett, R. R. 8, Norristown, Pa. 

R. G. English, Plainville, New York. : 

Paul S. Kershner, 238 Buffalo St., Conneaut, Ohio 

J. C. Francis, Mooreland, Indiana. 

J. H. Bassett, La Fayette, Ohio. 

D. G. Pleasant, Plattsburg, Ohio. 
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